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SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 

 

Published: by The Church of St. Thomas ¨ Becket Shirenewton 

Editor: Bill Clark 01291 641783 email: parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The cost of the Magazine is Ã1.50 per issue/10 issues for Ã12.  

Copies are delivered free by local distributors to those who have pre-paid. 

Monthly copies are available at the Church. 

Previous editions of the magazine are available online on the Church 

website at www.shirenewtonchurch.info.     

 

To order your regular copy, contact Aileen Doggett 

01291 641459 

Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations 

Full designated page for 12 months Ã120 

Full page 12 months 10 issues Ã80  

Half Page 12 months 10 issues Ã40 

Quarter Page 12 months 10 issues Ã20 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 

Editorial policy is to print what you provide, space and technology  

permitting.  The views expressed are those of the contributor. 

 

Preferred Document format is an MS Word document attached 

to an email.  Preferred Advert and Photograph format is JPEG 

attached to an email 

 

Deadline for October 2021 issue is  

9:00 a.m. Monday 27th September 2021 
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Ministry Area News 
 
Dear All, 
 

I hope you are having a good summer particularly as restrictions 
start to ease and we have greater freedom of movement. 
I am writing just to give a brief update as to how things are  
progressing towards us forming our Ministry Area. It is August as I 
write this and it is a generally slower month as people take holidays 
and recover. 
 

It has been such a joy to be able to hold evening prayer in the 
wonderful churches across the Ministry Area. We have not only 
been blessed with such beautiful spaces to worship in, but more 
importantly such wonderful and committed people who reflect the 
presence of God in their local communities and who are the Church. 
I look forward to continuing to meet others as we work our way 
around the Ministry Area. 
 

As well has holding evening prayer you will have noticed that I 
have been visiting congregations across the Ministry Area on  
Sunday mornings if they are holding services. It has been great to 
experience such a wide range of services from 1662 Eucharist at St 
Pierre and outside surrounded by the majesty of nature for a  
service of the word at Penterry. Isnôt it wonderful the diversity 
which makes up the body of Christ. 
 

On Friday 30th July we had the joy of welcoming Bishop Cherry to 
the Ministry Area, hosted by St Arvanôs. To manage numbers all 
church wardens and licensed lay ministers were invited to attend. 
Cherry spoke to us about her faith and developing ministry. She 
particularly spoke of the importance of learning to accept who we 
are and learning to be fully yourself in your life, especially in  
expressing your faith and ministry (and we all have a ministry of 
some kind). Her very personal and heartfelt message came from 
her own experience of being both an ordained woman and a  
woman in a same sex relationship, both of which even now are not 
fully accepted by the church in which she serves. Learning to love 
all of who we are and being willing to give all of ourselves in the 
service of God, is vital for the whole Church to flourish and the 
growth of the Kingdom. 
 

So going forward the Transition Team has decided to initially focus 
on two aspects of the process of becoming a Ministry Area, Firstly 
supporting each of our local church communities in exercising their 
mission and ministry to their community.  
 
Secondly to establish a Buildings Fabric Network, which will be 
overseen by Rev John Waters. This network will draw people from 
across the Ministry Area who have expertise and experience in  
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church building maintenance and large projects. This network can 
help local fabric committees with suppliers, contractors, architects, 
grants and navigating the The Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC). 
As I mentioned our Ministry Area is rich in beautiful church  
buildings and we are committed to ensuring that they remain so for 
future generations and remain a physical reminder of Godôs  
presence in that community. 
 

We are very much in the early consultation stage of the process 
and wish to consult widely across all the parishes. Becoming a  
Ministry Area is inevitable, but this is your opportunity to help 
shape the Ministry Area to work for all of us. It is not often that we 
have a real opportunity to shape what our church looks like in the 
future. We encourage you to discuss your hopes, visions, ideas and 
concerns for the Ministry Area with any of the Transition Team 
members. All views are valued and nothing is too small or trivial.  
 

My enthusiasm and excitement for the Ministry Area are growing 
daily, especially as I am visiting all of you and getting to know and 
love who you are. 
 

Your brother in Christ 
 

Philip 
Ministry Area Leader, designate 
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FROM THE VICARAGE 
Julian E Ll White 

 
Dear People of the Parish, 
 

It is now high summer ï actually, it's past that now ï and the time 
to meditate on languid vacations, lounging on exotic shores and 
revelling in foreign delights. 
 

Dream on. 
 

This year, on account of the Covid threat, we probably had to make 
do with a fortnight in Skegness or a damp and somewhat tacky 
weekend in Blackpool.  Obviously, the pandemic of the last couple 
of years has had a significant impact on church life. Added to which 
the copious directions issued by the Church in Wales have been  
intricate and time-consuming. Indeed, an advanced degree in  
Medieval Ecclesiastical Doctrine would have been helpful at this 
point. 
 

At this stage (fingers crossed ï am I allowed to sat that?), we  
appear to be entering more tranquil and optimistic times. Life is 
slowly returning to normal.  In this respect I would like to thank all 
of you for helping to make the church instrumental in facing up to 
the new challenges that have confronted us. Our expression of  
witness, perhaps expressed in new and unexpected ways,  
continues to advance the glory of God. 
 

At this point, Glynis Macdonald, Jane Smith-Haddon, Janet Horton 
and Andrew Baker (among others) are warmly thanked for making 
the 'Summer Bazaar' (despite inclement weather conditions) a  
success. An amount in the region of Ã1,000 was raised and the 
most generous supporters are also commended for their kindness.   
 

Another wonderful initiative is being organised by Glynis. ñA Musical 
Ploughman's ñ for September 11th 1pm at the Chantry. Please see 
advert for more info. 
 

In light of these restrictions and challenges as mentioned above, I 
feel that I must draw your attention that few, apart from those  
directly involved, seldom think about ï funeral and wedding  
preparation.  Such services don't 'just happen'. They are the end 
product of pains-taking undertakings such as considering the  
varying number of people that each church can accommodate, a 
detailed seating plan and legal considerations. In this respect I  
extend sincere appreciation to Sally Saysell (Warden) and my wife 
Sandra, without whom I would have been utterly confused ('so, 
what's new?' I hear you wonder). 
 

I wish you every blessing and trust that the situation, both domes-
tic and global, continues to improve. Julian White  (Rector)    
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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Extracts from the minutes of the July and August meetings 
 

Planning applications considered (July): 
 
1)  DM/2021/00655   Whitemill, Itton Court Road, Itton 
Extension and alterations with associated works. 
 
Council noted that this application lies within the adjoining community of 
Devauden but is on the boundary and this council had the opportunity to 
comment. 
 
Whitemill is currently a 6 bedroomed residential property with natural 
stone walls under a slate roof. There is the main section of 2 storeys 
reaching a ridge height of 7m and extended to the left hand side with a 
slightly lower ridge height and 3 dormer windows to the upper storey at 
the front. The proposal is to add a two storey extension to the right 
hand end with one dormer window, providing an additional lounge with 
bedroom over. The walls would be in stone with a slate roof to match the 
existing building. The extension measures 5.5m long by (approx) 5m deep 
and approx 6.5m to the ridge, matching (just about) the left 
hand extension roof line. No floor area or volume measurements are given 
but the new build would appear to be within 30% of the existing. 
 
Public footpath 192 runs through the site. 
 
Recommendation : No objection, but suggest a Planning Condition that no 
vehicles obstruct the public footpath. 
 
2)  DM/2021/00927  Argoed Farm, Upper Argoed Farm, Earls-
wood 
Single storey rear extension to Old Farmhouse. 
Council noted that the Old Farmhouse is part of a small cluster of now  
residential housing around the farmyard as was. The rear of the Old Farm-
house faces south west. Internal revisions involve moving the kitchen to 
the rear and building a large ground floor extension (possibly conservatory 
or orangery but with velux windows rather than a lantern roof), across the 
full width so as to create a lounge area.  Two sets of patio doors, 5 per 
set, run across the outer face with cedar cladding to the end walls and 
central divide. The doors would lead onto a patio which sits above the 
ground as it falls away, with balustrading for safety. 
  
The rear garden appears to be well screened and quite private and the 
extension is unlikely to be seen from the road.  
  
Recommendation: No objection, but suggest a Planning Condition to  
ensure external lighting is subdued. 
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Applications considered in August: 
 
1. To note Planning Inspectorate appeal decision APP/E6840/
A/21/3274383, Bushes Farm, Earlswood. 
 
Council noted that the Planning Inspectorate had dismissed the appeal. 

 
2)  DM/2021/01154   Hillside House, Usk Road, Earlswood 
Relocation of existing hedge to improve site access visibility and hard  
surface to existing track. 
 
Council noted that currently, visibility is restricted when looking north-
west from the access, owing to the position of the existing hedge and 
slight bend in the road and vehicles must edge out over the edge of the 
road (speed limit 60 mph) to gain sufficient visibility. The proposal  
increases visibility from 60 m to 90 m along the road to the south and 
from 20m to 60m north. A public footpath runs from the access along the 
track and uphill past Ridge House Stables. There is no corresponding foot-
path on the other side of the road so there is no necessity for pedestrians 
to cross the road at this point. 
  
The access track is currently two hard surface strips with grass in  
between and the new surface will emulate the existing concrete finish. 
The changes will not obstruct the footpath. 
  
The application statement contains comprehensive detail on the timing, 
preservation and re-establishment of the hedge and the profuse varieties 
of flora it contains. 
Recommendation: No objection, subject to conditions for hedge  
re-establishment and monitoring.   
 
3)  DM/2021/01199   Brookacre, Earlswood 
Demolition of conservatory & construction of rear single storey extension, 
raise roof over hall, garage conversion & extension & change of use to 
class C3; dwelling house. 
 
Councillors were aware that Brookacre currently comprises a two storey 
building looking like a house with an annexe and double garage.  
  
The proposal is to replace the conservatory with a proper lounge some 
8.5x6m. The single storey annex sits a fraction below the first floor of the 
main building and access is upstairs from the hall with no direct access 
from the first floor of the main building. As no first floor plan is supplied it 
is speculation whether It is proposed to build an access above the 
hall.   The garage is to be converted to a cinema room / garden studio 
and there will be an additional single storey building some 6x7m providing 
a further bedroom and ensuite (for the manager?). This would involve a 
change of use of the garage to C3 which is as use as a dwellinghouse 
(whether or not as a sole or main residence) by (a) a single person or by  
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people to be regarded as forming a single household or (b) not more than 
six residents living together as a single household where care is provided. 
 
The site is at the foot of the forest, down the hill from West End and is 
well screened from the road. The new build will be rendered and tiled to 
match the existing buildings. 
  
Recommendation: No objection, however Council recommended  
conditions on noise reduction for the converted garage and exterior  
lighting restrictions.  
 
4)  Notice of Public Path Diversion Order Noôs 34 (Part) and 30 
(Part), Shirenewton. 
 
The Chair explained the background and reasons for the diversion, also 
that the diverted path needs to meet with the steps onto the recreation 
field. The applicant is to bear all costs. 
 
The following response was made to Mon CC -  
Council noted that the line of the steps onto the recreation field on the 
definitive map is not the same as the present location of the steps, it was 
suggested by MCC that the steps, when they were installed, were installed 
in the wrong location. That anomaly should be resolved when the new 
steps are installed.  Otherwise the Council had no objection.  
 
Monthly police report  - No reports received, but information received 
that Sgt Chris Butt transferred in July and was replaced by PS Lee Smith-
Stephens. 
 
 
The Community Council reluctantly accepted the resignation of 
Councillor Chapman in August. This leaves a vacancy in the  
Shirenewton ward which is currently being advertised.  If you are 
a resident of the community and wish to join the Council to  
represent Shirenewton, please get in touch with the Clerk 
(details below)  

 
Other items of interest 

 
20 is Plenty Road Safety Campaign 
 
You may have seen in the local newspapers that the 20mph petition had 
over 200 signatures and was presented in June to Monmouthshire County 
Council by County Councillor Louise Brown on behalf of this community 
council.  A press release was produced by Councillor Dunn and circulated 
to local newspapers and TV channels, all to promote the continuing issue 
of reducing the speed of traffic through Shirenewton and Mynyddbach 
villages to a mandatory 20mph.  Following this Mon CC has confirmed that 
mandatory 20mph speed limits will be in place in both villages this  
financial year. 
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Annual Grants from the 2020/21 budget -  
The following grants to local organisations were approved:  

Five Lanes Reuse Shop ï the shop at the recycling centre was officially 
opened on 8th July and is now open to customers to bag a bargain (the 
centre is closed on a Thursday). 
 
Recycling and Waste - Red and Purple Bags 
If you are having problems with the size of the new bags, it is possible to 
attend in person at the Chepstow Community Hub or telephone the  
general county council number 01633 644644 and select the Recycling 
option to request smaller bags. 
 
Community Footpaths ï The Council was aware that any unrecorded 
footpaths in the community need to be registered by 2026 or could be lost 
forever. There needs to be a lead contact in place. An offer of help had 
been received from a resident at Clearview, but more local volunteers will 
be needed to walk the local paths and report those that are incorrectly 
recorded or missing, or have damage/faults that need reporting. The  
definitive footpaths map is on the Mon CC website   
access@monmouthshire.gov.uk  Please contact the Clerk if you are  
interested in helping with this. 
 
Dates of next meetings: Monday 6th September and Monday 4th 
October at  
7.00 pm, by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall, if possible, or 
by a remote meeting if government coronavirus restrictions still apply. 

  
Find more information in draft copies of the minutes on the  
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved minutes of 
meetings can be found on the Councilôs website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk   
 
Contact the Clerk to the Community Council - Mrs Hilary Counsell    
Tel: 01291 421307        E-mail: Shirenewtoncc@gmail.com  

mailto:access@monmouthshire.gov.uk
http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:Shirenewton@gmail.com
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