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CLIENT FIRST

Our Financial Planners are highly qualified and
have the experience to help you with:

Pensions and Retirement Planning
Savings and Investments
Inheritance Tax Planning

Mortgages
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Insurance and Protection

The value of pensions and investments can fall as well as rise,
you may get back less than you invested.

Your home may be repossessed if you do not
keep uprepayments on your mortgage.

The Financial Conduct Authority do not regulate Inheritance Tax Planning.

Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and
can affect your eligibility for means tested benefits.
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Please contact us for a free initial consultation on:

Mobile: 07979 157259
Chepstow office: 01291 626373 | Abergavenny office: 01873 854488

E: joshlewis@thinkpositive.co.uk | www.iam-financial-advice.co.uk

IAM Financial Planning Limited is an Appointed Representative of Quilter Financial Planning Solutions Limited,
who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority




What makes you, you?

Hello everyone, Zoe here. I'm
not normally one for New
Year's resolutions, but at the
beginning of 2025 | decided
that | wanted to set myself the
goal of being able to say a
prayer or a blessing in Welsh,
by St.David’s day.

I got some Welsh language
books for my birthday last
year, but in order to enact this #
commitment seriously, | signed =8
up to a Beginner's language
course at the Crosskeys cam- @&
pus of Gwent college in Janu- |
ary. | now have a weekly 2 :
hour lesson with 6 other learners and am really enjoying it.

Languages have always been a big passion in my life. My two
highest GCSE grades were in languages (French and Spanish).
| went on to study Spanish A-Level and travelled to Panama,
Costa Rica and Nicaragua when | was 17, running Christian
youth clubs, giving instructions for games and telling/reenacting
Bible stories in Spanish to the gathered children. There is just
something so exciting and so satisfying about communicating in
a language different to your own, and being understood. It builds
bridges, forms friendships, and is a demonstration of love and
respect in action that one has made the effort to include another.

In my gap year | travelled to Romania. | picked up a couple of
key phrases such as ‘How are you’, and ‘Thank you’, but | dis-
tinctly remember one of our visits on that first trip was to a HIV/
AIDS unit in the local children’s hospital. | sat on a bed with a
young girl called Valentina, neither of us being able to speak to
or understand the other. | noticed she had a cross necklace, so |
pointed to it and smiled. She held it, put her hands together in a



praying position, and pointed to me in an asking gesture. | said
yes, | prayed, holding my hands together and nodding. She re-
sponded, by putting her hands in a praying position again,
pointing up to the ceiling, then shaking her head and wagging
her fingers to imply she did not. And my heart broke. Her sur-
roundings in that hospital unit were dire. There were no toys, no
colour or joy, no hope or love - no wonder she'd given up on
God, or on life, or whatever her gesture meant. | felt a wave of
frustration that | couldn’t tell her in her own language just how
much God loved her; and in that moment | committed to learn-
ing Romanian.

| returned 7 more times, and each time | could communicate
better with the children we met - including, luckily, Valentina,
who became a recipient of our palliative care work and educa-
tion out there and visited the (much more colourful and joyful)
respite centre that we eventually built.

There is a famous line from the film Chariots of Fire, where the
protagonist Eric Liddell says this: “I| believe God made me for a
purpose - but He also made me fast. And when | run, | feel His
pleasure.”

Likewise, whenever I'm speaking another language, | feel that
same sentiment - | am doing something God created and de-
signed me to do. | am being the most obedient disciple when |
am being authentically myself, the person God made me to be.
So my question is - what are your passions? What were you
built to do? When you feel you are being the most authentic ver-
sion of yourself? Because that is when you are worshipping and
glorifying God the most, and being obedient to him, being the
person he truly made you to be.

P.S. keep an eye out for a video on my facebook account on
St.David's day!
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Do you have any
unused/unloved lego?

Saints Chepstow is hoping to start a “Lego Church”
at St.Christopher’s Bulwark, and we need a good
supply of lego bricks before we can launch it.

Do you have any sitting unloved in a loft or
cupboard? If so we’d be very grateful for anything
you can offer!

Please contact Revd Zoe if so:
07754 306229 / severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com



News from around the Ministry Area

There has been a lot going on over the past few weeks! Across the
MA our Christmas events were, as always, well attended. Many
churches had 80 or more people at carol/Christingle/nativity ser-
vices. The ever popular Chepstow town band played carols at sev-
eral of our churches, and there were fun concerts in several
churches too.

Clare and Zoe held lively pre-Christmas sessions with the children
from the Mathern and St Arvans Nurseries and we hope these will
be the first of a regular programme.

After months of expectation and planning, the “Hub” at St Chris-
topher’s is up and running, now called “Saints, Chepstow”. Our
Children and Families Pioneer, Clare, and a team of volunteers are
hosting a weekly Tots and Toddlers group which has attracted up
to 25 people, though numbers have been fluctuating considerably
from week to week. Soon starting will be Lego Church, held in the
afternoon after school.



The Warm Zone continues to flourish in St Christopher’s too — often
attracting up to 40 people on Mondays and Tuesdays. Another im-
portant pastoral care initiative is the monthly Tea and Chat session
in St Arvans, which provides much needed friendship and company
primarily for older and often more isolated villagers.

An Alpha Course commenced in January, with 15 attendees, about
half of whom are new to faith / church and the remainder existing
members looking to deepen their faith and understanding. A Lay
Worship Leaders’ course has been held for those already leading
worship, and four new faces too (Catherine and David Carne, David
Priddis and Hilary Hillier). The intention is to have more lay-led
services around the MA — particularly during the summer, when
Philip will be taking a sabbatical, and other members of our clergy
team may be on holiday.

Our weekly Bible Study group continues to meet, and will be run-
ning a daytime Lent Course. An evening Lent Course will be ar-
ranged also. The Prayer Group also continues to meet every
Thursday, in David Carne’s home during the winter months, but
from the Spring we will again be doing a circuit of all the churches.

We have also been interviewing for an administrator, primarily at
Saints, but also providing some support to the rest of the Ministry
Area too. By the time this goes to Press, we hope an appointment
will have been made.

As part of a getting to know you initiative, bi-monthly Birthday Par-
ties are being held — if it is your birthday in the next couple of
months, the next party will be held in early March — look out for
posters!

Bishop Cherry has been very keen to find out how we are doing —
she has been making the rounds of all the Ministry Areas in the
past year. She visited us at the end of January, and a packed day
included a meeting with the clergy team, and visits to the Toddler
group and to Shirenewton Primary School. She had tea with the
Fiveways walkers in Kilgwrrwg, and then a quick chance to at least
see the location of Penterry church, before she had supper with
members of the MAC and church wardens. The day was rounded
off by a celebration of the Eucharist in St Arvans.

During her address, the Bishop reminded us of three key points:



it is more important to be faithful than to be successful: our
ultimate success is gained by following God'’s plan, not our
own agenda

little things matter, and they do make a difference: we can all
contribute to growing God’s Kingdom and spreading His
love in the world even in small ways in our own communi-
ties

it is important to work as a team — we all have different skills
and experience and together we can achieve far more than
by each working independently, and we can support and
encourage each other through difficult times.

Finally, an encouraging story from Rev John Waters. John is the
main driving force behind the Warm Zone and has been taking
school assemblies in Shirenewton for the past 16 years — a result
of which is that he is often recognised by former pupils around the
town. Recently two former pupils of the school dropped in to the
Warm Zone and were delighted to find John there, and they asked
for Baptism for their children!

If you want to find out any more about any of our initiatives, or
better still would like to volunteer to help, please contact one of
the clergy, or churchwardens.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Many thanks to all of you who have paid this year's subscription
already. If you haven't paid the 2025 subscription for the Magazine
(£14) please could you send the subscription as soon as possible
by Bank Transfer, or by cheque or cash to your local distributor.

SUSAN CHAPMAN

We wish to thank all those kind people who sent Sympathy Cards
to us on the sudden death of our daughter Susan Chapman nee
Morris and also all who attended the Memorial Service at St Mary'’s,
Usk on 3rd December and all those neighbours and friends who
have shown such help and sympathy during this time

Minelta and Derek Morris
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PANCAKE PARTY!

SUNDAY 2ND MAR
3:30PM-4:30PM

Learn about St.David
through the medium of pancakes !
- Plus -
Join us for races, games, competitions and of course
all-you-can-eat pancakes and toppings!

«  GAMES
&
RACES

&

S — Y
S PANCAKES!
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Meeting in Shirenewton Church rooms
Contact Rev Zoe for more info: 07754 306229
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HOMECARE

Private Carer/Home help

Eileen O’ Dwyer 07795 689791
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MONMOUTHSHIRE

SERVICE & SALES CENTRE

The alternative to main dealers for service

Behind the Rock & Fountain on the A48 at Penhow

Looking for a quality used Land Rover?

Speak to Chris Duthie for our latest stock:

(01633) 400041

The Film Studios - Penhow - NP26 3AD
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Shirenewton
Community Council

SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held 3™ February
2025

Public Participation—J Eickhoff

Discussed the path to school, in particular Ditch Hill Lane to
school has some tarmac to board walk (across 2 fields) with one
area that gets very muddy. There is a safety concern that chil-
dren may slip or fall, or that families may use the road to avoid
this muddy area. The area concerned is approximately 4 meters
long, and it was proposed that an extension of the boardwalk
would be the practical solution. The path is believed to be public
footpath and therefore managed by MCC. Jane asked what SCC
could do? During discussions, Cllr Brown put forward that the
path may be part of the Welsh government’s Active Travel remit.
Jane also confirmed that works improving other paths on the
school grounds had been completed.

It was also noted that the path (on the other side of the school
from the boardwalk path), by the ramp is very steep. The ramp is
part of the public footpath which leads from opposite Weyloed
Lane Mynyddbach to Tan House Court Shirenewton, it is steep
but in a good state of repair.

Clerk to contact/chase MCC regarding the public footpath mud-
dy area, and Jane to contact the LA to see if they could help. It
was noted that MCC has very little funding.

It was also noted nothing could be done regarding the steep area.
Councillor considered the following planning matters

DM/2023/01198 Coombe Farm Re-consultation Planning -
Erection of 2 additional poultry units and associated infrastruc-
ture on established poultry farm.

Planning permission (at Appendix 1) was granted subject to con-
ditions on 2™ October last year. At that time there had not been
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an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) but this was submit-
ted by the applicant's advisers in January. In the light of the fur-
ther information it provides, our County Councillor LB has re-
quested re-consultation and reference back to the planning com-
mittee to obtain an independent view. Clir LB has asked that all
statutory consultees (which includes SCC) be reconsulted prior to
consideration by the committee. Deferred to April 2025

DM/2024/01473 - Well House Farm, Shirenewton to Went-
wood Mill Road, Earlswood - proposed single storey side, and two
storey rear extensions to existing detached dwelling, with various
internal alterations to the property. Well House Farm is a two sto-
rey house providing 4 bedrooms, kitchen, dining and snug. To the
left-hand end there is a large brick store. The proposal is to re-
build the store to provide for a kitchen/diner. The rear elevation
of this will be extended across the rear of the house to meet up
with a new 2 storey outward extension with a pitched roof,
though this will not extend to the same degree as the existing 2
storey gable end on the right rear of the house. The new 2-storey
extension and extended store enable a utility room and staircase
to the upper storey. The existing front porch is to be moved to
the right and remodeled as open sided to match a new porch to
be built to enter the new kitchen. The internal alterations sacri-
fice one of the bedrooms.

No calculations are provided for the volume increase nor the larg-
er footprint though neither appears to be nominal.

The house is currently roofed in slate with rendered walls though
the store is brick.

There are no neighbour objections. MCC currently awaits clarifica-
tion on drainage. There is a high-pressure gas pipeline in the
road. No footpaths are shown within or adjacent to the property.
Councilors may wish to take a view whether there is any signifi-
cant impact on the landscape.

Recommendation: No objection provided the external col-
ouring walls and plastic goods match the existing - Re-
solved by unanimous vote.

DM/2023/01670 Sand gallop at Home Farm Stables near
Shirenewton

Councillors may recall that SCC objected to the above retrospec-
tive application a year ago questioning whether the site had law-
Fuh use as a business. MCC's Planning Officer has responded as
ollows :

15



You responded to our consultation on the 10th January 2024
saying that your community council “"objected to the gallop
pending clarification whether the site and The Stables already
has lawful business planning use, in the absence of which the
application should be resubmitted for planning approval for
change of use to that business.” After a lot of negotiating with
regards to landscape and ecology we are now in a position to
present the application to members of the delegation panel,
this will be done in the next few weeks. I can confirm that
Grace Harris Racing has been running an established business
training racehorses on the site for more than 10 years. The
function and financial viability of business was fully tested and
independently reviewed as part of applications DC/2014/00667
and DM/2018/01378. The current application is looking at the
merits of the sand gallop.

There has been some delay as a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
was required and this needed clarification, and some amended
landscaping plans were submltted However the application was
granted consent on 23" January 2025. As our query regarding
business use has been resolved, it follows that there is no fur-
ther comment for SCC to make.

Cllr Vacancies

The council were sad to hear that Cllir A Williamson has decided to
step away from the position of ClIr for Earlswood, due to health
reasons. The Council wish to thank him for his commitment to the
council, all his work in general and especially his contribution to
the Biodiversity policy, the hard path project and his help with the
remote communication project. He will be much missed. The
council wish Mr Wiliamson well and hope he recovers soon.

Local Defibrillators Clirs noted that Ben Allen has kindly taken
over as coordinator. Ben has kindly confirmed he can be contact-
ed via email ben.w.allen@outlook.com

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
County Councillor Brown advised:

Democratic Services Committee 13" January 2025

The Committee covered proposed changes to the constitution,
which subsequently have to be agreed in full council. It proposes to
include the Planning Committee protocol within the constitution
which will help to formalise procedures. The democratic services
committee also covered a report by the independent remuneration
panel for Wales draft report. Items on the agenda can be found at
the following link :

16
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https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
Cld=142&MId=5861

Cabinet on the 22" January 2025
The Cabinet considered the proposed draft revenue and capital

budget for 2025/26, there was a report on members considering
options for a new school improvement model and the development
of supported accommodation in Abergavenny for care leavers.
There is currently a public consultation on the budget as detailed
below. The Cabinet reports can be found at the following link
which provide more details of the proposed budget:
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
Cld=144&MId=6305

County Council on the 23" January 2025

The County Council on the above date included reports on the
Council reduction scheme, Gwent Regional Area Plan and the
Council Diary. In addition, there was a motion passed which Re-
grets that Monmouthshire, the lowest funded council in Wales, has
again received from Welsh Government the lowest increase in
funding of any council in Wales.

There were various questions raised at this meeting including con-
cerns about the naming of Monmouthshire in the Senedd elections
next year and a question on an update on the High Beech rounda-
bout. WEITAG2 stage is now in process for the High Beech round-
about but no report on it yet. There are normally three WelTAG
stages, so unfortunately progress is slow for much needed im-
provements to High Beech roundabout which is the responsibility
of the Welsh Government, as is the trunk A48 road into Chepstow
town centre.

The link to the meeting can be found here:
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
Cld=143&MId=5744

Cabinet Member Decision on the 29" January 2025

This cover the precept regulations which indicated that the follow-
ing schedule of payments is determined: (i) The Police Authority
precept is paid from the Council Fund by twelve monthly equal in-
stalments on the third Tuesday in each month. (ii) The Community
Council precepts are paid by three equal instalments on the last
working day in April, August and December in each year. The link
to the report can be found here: https://
democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
Cld=147&MId=5729
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Garden Waste Collections.

The Garden waste coIIectlon begins on the 3™ of March and runs
fortnightly to the 5™ of December 2025, the day of collection varies
according to where you live in Monmouthshire. You can now regis-
ter online for this optional service which will cost £55 per bin.

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/garden-

waste/?

fbclid=IwzZXh0bgNhZWOCMTAAAR1pzQ ivpWp6IIaOlzW KQOY24rb
NYYrHFKrA2DHHCikMrWIPJJKFPrsfQ aem Y8JDgFzPINL5bTQcmVu

h9Q
Draft Budget Consultation

The Draft Budget consultation will run from 9am on Thursday 23
January until midnight on Saturday 22" February 2025. There are
details on the MCC website where you can reglster for an online
team’s session at 6pm on Thursday the 30" January{1 10am on
Thursday the 6™ February and 6pm on Tuesday the 11" February.
In addition, there are face to face meetings at Caldicot Hub
Wednesday the 5t February 10am to 1pm, Chepstow Leisure Cen-
tre Wednesday 5™ February 3 -6pm, Monmouth Leisure Centre Fri-
}/ 7" February 2025 3-6pm, Abergavenny Hub Wednesday the
February 10am -1pm and the Usk Hub Wednesday the 12"
February 2pm-5pm. Please see my X account at Louise
Brown@ClouiseBrown82 where I have reposted.
The link to this consultation with more details on the proposed
draft budget can be found here: https://
www. letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk

The Labour administration has proposed a council tax increase of
7.8 percent and set out cuts and changes to services totalling £5.1
million which still leaves it short by £2.8 million of achieving the
£8m savings needed to produce the legally required balanced
budget. Monmouthshire’s allocation under the local government
revenue support grant only increased by 2.6% (or 2.8% when sep-
arate grants are included) way below the average 4.3 percent. It is
hoped that the Welsh Government will provide more funding
through a funding floor, but it is not expected that any such floor
will fund the remaining budget gap of £2.86 million. It is said that
all services the council currently provides will still be provided from
April such as Leisure centres, libraries and waste collections. It is
making changes such as reducing opening hours of community
hubs which will also mean libraries opening hours reduce.

There is concern In Monmouth that the library may be moved to
Shire Hall with less space and plenty of stairs. There is an increase
in the fees for those who obtain a concessionary place on a school
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bus. How the proposals will impact community hubs/libraries will
become more apparent when the budget proposals are scrutinised
at the meetings in February. The first meeting being the Place
Scrutiny Committee on the 6™ February 2025.

Place Committee on the 6% February 2025

The Place Scrutiny Committee includes the draft budget consulta-
tion Iindes which provides more information on the budget pro-
posals.

The link to the meeting can be found here:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=303&MId=5830

Clirs agreed the date of the next meeting as Monday 3™
March 2025 at 7:00pm by public meeting in Shirenewton
Recreation Hall or remotely.

Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved
minutes of meetings can be found on the Council’s website

www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
Contact the Clerk to the Community Council E-mail: shire-

newtoncc.@gmail.com
Mobile: 07410 580961

4 Village Mobile Hairdresser

) Don’t have the time to go to a hairdresser?
Have your hair done in the comfort of your own

home!
Cut & Blow-dry Call for details;
Tint Rachel
Highlights 01291 641461

P@U’mS (29 years' experience)
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Vacancy on Shirenewton Community Council

Shirenewton Community Council has 2 vacancies for a Councillor in the
Shirenawton and Mynyddbach ward

If you think you would like to be a Councillor and are over 18 years of age, contact the

Clerk by email at shirenewtoncofgmail.com

What is a Councillor?

Councillors are elected to represent an individual geographical unit on the council, known 3z 2 ward or parish. They are
generally electad by the public every five years. Batween the elections if a Councillor seat becomes available it can be
filled by the Council Co-opting the applicant ento the Council. 2 seats for Co-option are now available.

What do Councillors do?
Councillors have three main components to their work,

1. Decision making — Through meetings and attending commitiees with other elected members, councillors decide
which activities wo support, where money should be spent, what services should be delivered and what policies
should be implemented.

2. Monitoring - Councillors make sure that their decisions lead to efficient and effective services by keeping an aye
on how well things are working

3. Getting involved locally — &35 local representatives, oo
and local organisations. These responsibilities and dutles often depend on what the councillor wants to achieve
and how much time ks available, and rmay Include:

= Going 1o meetings of local organisations
= Going to meatings of bodies affecting the wider community
= Taking up ssues on behalf of members of the public

willers hivwe responsibilities towards their constituents

Hows much time does it take up?

Cruite often councillers say that their duties occupy them for about an bour a week. Obvicusly, there are some
couneillors who spend maore time than this - and sorme less, but in the main, being a community eouncillor is an
enjoyalble way of contributing to your comrmunity and helping to make it a better place to live and work.

¥ou will be supported in your role and will be expected to undertake training. You should be comfortable working
electronically, You should have a positive outkeok and a can-do attitude and be willing to work as part of a team, If after
reading this notice you are interested in applying, please contact the clerk to the council using the above details.

Shirenewlon
Communily Coundil

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in February:
1. Jamie Williamson 2. Emily Ashby

3. Linda Dobson
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SERVICES AT SHIRENEWTON CHURCH IN MARCH

Sunday morning services return to being held in the church in
March
Sunday 2" March 10.00 Eucharist with Hymns

3.30 Café Church (in the church
rooms) — Pancake party

Sunday 9™ March 10.00 Morning Praise with Hymns
Sunday 16" March 10.00 Eucharist with Hymns
Sunday 23" March ~ 10.00 Eucharist with Hymns
Sunday 30" March ~ 10.00 Mothering Sunday Service

All are welcome to come and join us and share in refreshments in
the church rooms after the service

Information of services at the other eleven local churches within
the SevernWye Ministry Area is at www.severnwyema.co.uk

Calling all 200 Club Members- Annual Subscription is Due!

200 Club subs for this year are now due. Many people will be due
to pay by standing order (thank you!), but for those of you who
prefer to pay by cash or cheque please contact Aileen Doggett
at Church House, Shirenewton, Chepstow, NP16 6RL,
01291 641459, aileendoggett@btinternet.com, as soon as possi-
ble. If paying by cheque, please make the cheque payable to
“Shirenewton PCC”".

If you are new to the area and are wondering what the 200 Club is
all about, then read on...

For each £10 subscribed you are allocated a unique number which
is entered into the monthly draw. You can sponsor as many mem-
bership numbers as you like in your own name, on behalf of family
members or even a pet!

There are 10 draws per year, August and January being the excep-
tions, and each draw will pay out prizes of £30, £20 and £10. The
draws take place on the third Sunday of the month. The three
lucky winners will be announced in church and are notified in the
Parish Magazine.

Where does the money go? It goes to you as prize winners and
towards the upkeep of the church.

Thank you for your support.
Aileen
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Shirenewton W.L

Musings on Monmouthshire

Shirenewton W.I. members were a lot more informed about our beautiful county
after a talk by local historian, Peter Strong at our February meeting. Peter first
became interested in the identity of Monmouthshire when he began teaching
history at Caldicot Comprehensive School and after discovering his Welsh
heritage.

So what of Monmouthshire’s identity — firstly its name: [ can’t be the only one
to struggle to find Monmouthshire on the “drop down’ address when shopping
on line. Sadly I'm not a Welsh speaker but even I can identify Sir Fynwy as
Welsh for Monmouthshire, but Gwent is often still there too.

Peter explained that Gwent was the name of the land between the rivers Wye
and Usk from the post Roman period to the Norman conquest. After the Norman
invasion it became known as the County of Monmouth or Monmouthshire.
Between 1974 and— 1996, it returned to the name of Gwent following the Local
Government Act of 1972, only to become the Unitary Authority of
Monmouthshire again following the reorganisation of local government in 19946

Despite its official title, the name Gwent was still in uze by local newspapers in
South East Wales in the 19% and 20% centuries and in 1913 the Newport
Monmouth Infirmary was renamed The Royal Gwent Hospital.
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Confizzed? Well then Peter tackled the thorny subject of whether
Monmouthshire was in England or Wales in the past? The motto of
Monmouthshire County Council is “Faithful To Both’, which seems a pretty
sensible approach if vou live in turbulent border country!

Henry VIII created new counties in the Welsh Marches, including
Monmouthshire, making them akin to English shires. The Acts of Union in the
16% century brought Monmouthshire under English jurisdiction. They gave
Monmouih countv two M. Ps (like the other English counties) while the rest of
Wales only had one M.P. per county.

But what did the people of Monmouthshire think? As ever it wasn’t that
straightforward. Should a boy from Ebbw Vale play rugby for England or
Wales? In the 19% C Newport RFC was affiliated to both the English and the
Welsh Rughy Unions.

An Act in 1881 required pubs in Wales to close on a Sunday, vet pubs in
Monmouthshire were allowed to remain open, as in England. The uncertainty of
Monmouthshire’s English versus Welsh identity 1s portrayed in Monmouthshire
County Council’s Coat of Arms featuring a rose-wielding English lion and a
leek-brandishing Welsh dragon.

Peter’s talk gave us a greater appreciation of our county. Our members were
encouraged to bring Monmouthshire memorabilia and documents to the meeting
which sparked some interesting discussions. Peter’s talk confirmed what we
already knew - that despite the ambiguities and confusion, Monmouthshire is
indeed a very special place to live.

Jackie Broughton

At our next meeting at 7.15p.m. on Thursday 13® March at the Huntsman
Pub, we shall be celebrating Shirenewton W.I."s 73 birthday with a fish and
chip supper followed by a quiz. If vou are interested in joining Shirenewton W.I
or would like to find out more about our group, then please contact Jane
Butterworth at janeb247 @ omail com or Angela Gray at

angela deepweir@btopenworld.com
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MARCH

Sunday 2™
3.30—4.30 p.m.

Monday 3"
7.00 p.m.

Wednesday 12"
2.00-4.00 p.m.

Thursday 13™
7.15 p.m.

Monday 17"
7.30 p.m.

Friday 21
7.00 p.m.

Tuesday 25%
7.30 p.m.

Thursday 27
7.45—9.00 p.m.

Saturday 29"
7.30 p.m.
APRIL

Tuesday 1%
7.00 p.m.

Wednesday 2™
7.30 p.m.

Thursday 3™
7.45-9.00 p.m.
Friday 4%

7.00 p.m.

Thursday 10%"
7.45-9.00 p.m.

Thursday 17
7.45-9.00 p.m.

Thursday 24
7.45-9.00 p.m.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

St David’s Day Pancake Party
Shirenewton Church Room

Shirenewton Community Council meeting
Shirenewton Recreation Hall

History Society Archive Meeting
Shirenewton Church Room

WI Meeting
Shirenewton Recreation Hall

Shirenewton Recreation Association AGM
Shirenewton Recreation Hall

Mal Pope, Steve Balsamo, Lena and Ceri
St Peter’s Church, St Pierre

History Society—Potlets to Plaques with the
odd Pub in Between Ned Heyward

Ministry Area Prayer Group
Contact David on 07887 853479

The Gift to Sing
St Mary'’s Priory Church, Chepstow

Annual General Meeting
Earlswood and Newchurch West Memorial Hall

Duke’s Yard Singing Club Spring Concert
St Tewdric’s Church, Mathern

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Christopher’s Church, Chepstow

Quiz Night
St Peter’s Church, Newchurch

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Peter’s Church, St Pierre

Maundy Thursday, Ministry Area Prayer Group
See Church services

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Andoenus Church, Mounton
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MAY

Thursday 1%
7.45-9.00 p.m.

Wednesday 7"
7.00 p.m.

Thursday 8"
Saturday 10"

10.30 a.m.-1.30 p.m.

Thursday 15™
7.45-9.00 p.m.

Thursday 22"
7.45-9.00 p.m.

Thursday 29"
7.45-9.00 p.m.
JUNE

Thursday 5™
7.45-9.00 p.m.

Thursday 12th
7.45-9.00 p.m.

Saturday 14th
2.00-5.00 p.m.

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Arvans Church, St Arvans

The Story of the Two Ronnies
St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow

VE Day

Plant Sale and café
Earlswood and Newchurch West Memorial Hall

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Thomas a Becket Church, Shirenewton

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Tewdric’s Church, Mathern

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Peter’s Newchurch

Ministry Area Prayer Group
St Mary’s Church, Penterry

Village Fete
Shirenewton Recreation Field

The Big Spring Clean 2025

In support of Keep Britain Tidy Day, Shirenewton W.I. plans to take part in the

Big Spring Clean by organising a litter pick around the village between the dates
of 215 March and 6% April.

If you would like to find out more about this or would like to join us (you don’t
have to be a member) then please contact Jane Butterworth at
janeb247(@email.com for further details.
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Introducing
.o.';.°o.
‘e chepstow

A new Anglican church at St.Christopher’s, Bulwark

Led by Revds Zoe & Barney
Pimentel, and Children & Families
Pioneer Clare Edwards, the new
W church will have an informal style
o“? with an emphasis on reaching
I those under 40.

During the week Saints will be running activities aimed at children

and families - a “Lego Church”, a children’s community choir, and

a toddler group, with Sunday evenings set aside for more Spiritual
input and time together over a meal.

If you are interested in learning more, or would like to volunteer,
please get in touch!

saintschepstow@cinw.org.uk

Inclusion and equality are some of our core values as a
leadership team. Our aim is for Saints to be LGBTQI+ < =
affirming and to achieve the Autism Friendly award by the

National Autistic Society.
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UPDATE ON

THE TREDEGAR ARMS

New floor — complete
New windows — one complete
New bar — complete
100-year-old front door — being refurbished

OPENING SOON
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Swift Action Needed!

r.

Firstly, thank you for the positive feedback from the first article in this
series. Thereis clearly still a Lot of love and appreciation for swifts in our
villages. Thanks also for the people who have already contacted us (see
contact details at bottom of this article), offering support and help. We
plan to organise an informal meeating with those offering help once the
weather improves. We will keep you posted.

Common Swifts: Aren’t they amazing?

As discussed last month, common swifts are sadly, not common anymore.
The ‘common’ refers to their wide-ranging *Old World"” breeding distribution
from Morthern Europe, south to Africa and right across Asia to China in the
gast.

Map of the breeding range of the commaon swift

Swifts are being impacted throughout their range, but the decline is
particularly marked on their northern edge. This is not uncommon for a
species whose population is under pressure. Many other species of UK
breeding bird are suffering similar declines, think cuckoo, nightingale and
spotted flycatcher to name three. The good news is that local initiatives in
communities throughout Europe have been successful in protecting and
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boosting their numbers. So, there is real hope for our villages' population,
believed to be just six breeding pairs, if we take swift action now.

Mot many people get close up with a swift, unless you are lucky enough to
have a licence for their scientific study. Often we glimpse them flying fast
and Low over the village as a black arrow-like bird, particularly against the
bright blue of a summer sky. However, they are not black, but a most
amazing dark brown, with white under their necks.

People often group them with our other iconic summer visitors like
swallows and house martins and although they superficially look similar
they are in fact evolutionarily far removed from these species. Surprisingly,
their closest living relative is the tiny and equally amazing hummingbird
family. Swifts have the longest (by someway) ratio between wing length and
body, a characteristic it shares with the tiny hummingbirds (if they would
ever stay still enough to truly observe this).

Itis the swift's body shape that resulted in its Latin name Apus apus, which
means footless. Their long wings hide their feet, which are pretty much
useless, apart from gripping onto vertical surfaces. This explains why
switts never land apart from breeding and why they need nest sites that
they can fly directly into: i.e. buildings, inside caves, cliff faces and a single
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population that apparently nests inside trees in the old growth pine forest
in Scotland. Swifts' love of the built environment means even people living
in the middle of cities get to witness these truly wild birds. In fact,
distribution and abundance maps show a close match to the built
environment, with highest concentrations in urban areas.

Mo one can fail to appreciate how fast swifts fly across the sky; they are the
fastest bird in powered flight [needle-tailed swift), unlike peregrine who
tries to claim this prize but actually uses terminal gravity/velocity to reach
itz amazing speeds as it plunges, rather than flies, towards the ground.

Young swifts, never touch ground for the first 4 years of their lives. They still
migrate back and forth from Africa each summer to their village of birth and
will examine possible nesting sites, but actually head to the heavens each
evening, thousands of feet above the ground to sleep on the wing, flying in
circles. In those four years, the young swift might have flown the equivalent
of fifteen times the circumference of the earth —without landing once! This
permanent flight is completely unigue to swifts — no other bird species can
even approach such a feat

A French Airman in the 1814-18 war was gliding down in his plane with
engines turned off so as to avoeid detection when at 10,000 feet he found
himself amongst birds which were apparently motionless. One of these
hirds was found the following day caught in the engine and found to be a
swift.

| mentioned last month that adult swifts will happily fly large distance to
find food for their young and our village swifts will even fly back and forth to
France, if necessary. The young swifts survive these long periods of being
left alone by becoming semi-comatose (vastly decreased heartbeat and
temperature) whilst their parents are away. If only children were so
accommodating!

Again, if you would like to help keep our summer skies alive with this most
magnificent bird. please send an email to shirenewtonswifts@gmail.com
and we will be in touch.
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Shirenewton Bell Ringing News

On Sunday 16™ March it was Dudley Surman's 90™ birthday
and we rang a quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles to celebrate.
Dudley, a tower captain down in Mathern and who has been
ringing for most of his life, even longer than Mike Penney was
key in setting up a band of ringers, here in Shirenewton. This
includes me. If T'm honest, I had never thought about
becoming a bell ringer. Not on my list of Things to become -
same as being a ballet dancer or a brain surgeon. Anyway, even
it I had wanted to, the bells in Shirenewton were unsafe and
un-ring-able. But in the mid-1990s, our then organist, Martyn
Cole spotted a grant opporfunity to get the Shirenewton bells
fixed as there was a grand plan for all the bells across the
country to ring The Millennium in. So a small working party was
formed and we had our bells rehung, retuned and ring-able. But
that was the easy part. The Big Problem? We didn't have any
ringers. And it was Dudley who came to our rescue. He was
instrumental in recruiting and training up a Shirenewton band.
And yes, we rang the Millenium inl 5o our + peal on Sunday was
to celebrate his birthday and to mark his contribution to bell
ringing in general and to Shirenewton in particular. Mathern
Tower also rang a surprise quarter peal for him and then they
laid on a ferrific cream tea for us all o celebratel It wasa
grand afternoon! Thanks Dudleyll &lynis Macbonald
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SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Registered Chawity No. 1090167

Numbers at our Archive Meetings are picking up again, everyone is
welcome, not only members, so please come and join us on the
second Wednesday of the month. During 2024 we have had visitors
from as far as Wisconsin, researching their family history and actu-
ally, finding living family members still in the area.

Our January meeting saw Dr Lyn Davies give a talk entitled
‘Chepstow Roman Bridge’, this was well attended. Chepstow Ar-
chaeological Society have been busy researching the location of the
bridge and in the last year have discovered the remains of the
foundations. As you can imagine the river is not an ideal place to
have an archaeological dig! The Wye has the second highest tidal
flow in the world, with only ten minutes in between ebb and flow.
More research is being done regarding the site of the bridge and
we look forward to hearing more detail on this subject.

Our society was very pleased to receive ‘Year One’ from our prima-
ry school as our guests for a walk around the village. We had a
good time, I think they enjoyed it, we certainly did.

We are looking forward to our 24th Annual Dinner this month, our
after dinner speaker is Peter Strong.

Dates for your Diary:

Wednesday 12" March Archive Meeting

Tuesday, 25" March Potlets to Plaques with the odd Pub in
Between Ned Heyward

Our meetings are held at the Church Room, unless otherwise
stated, we start at 7.30pm.

Archive meetings start at 2.00pm — 4.00pm and everyone is wel-
come.
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Takeaway or Eat In

COME AND CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY MENUS FOR A TASTEBUD TREAT OR
HoTtEL TRADITIONAL COMFORT FOOD BY ORDERING A TAKEAWAY OR DINING IN.

WEDNESDAY
DELICIOUS VARIETY ON THE MENU

FRIDAY
A'WIDE RANGE OF FISH & CHIPS MENU OPTIONS

CALL 01291 641521 SUNDAY LUNCH
CALL OR TEXT £13 COLD OPTION
07961 522393 HEAT YOURSELF AT HOME
OR 07766 237915 £15 HOT OR DINE IN

MENU CHOICES ARE ALL SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. REMEMBER TO
CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE AS MENUS CHANGE WEEKLY.

Shirenewton Fete will be on
Saturday 14 June 2025

lanet Horton and Seirian Orrell have done a fantastic job organising the fete in recent years
and have handed over this task to Andrew Baker and John Burrows. We need a few more
people to help plan the event, as well as, we hope, the continued input of the regular

helpers in the weeks before the Fete and on the day itself.

If you would like to help in the forward planning for the Fete please come to a meeting on
Tuesday evening, 18 February 2025 at 7.30pm in the Carpenters Arms

to discuss ideas and input for the 2025 fate. Look forward to seeing you.
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Tots and

St Christophers Church
Pembroke Road, Bulwark

For pre school children, babies and their carers.
Join us every Thursday from 10 - 11:30 , during term time
for play, crafts, songs, friendship, refreshments, and fun!

Starting January 9th 2025!

Contact: saintschepstow@cinw.org.uk for more info.
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HELP NEEDED

Would you be able to help us maintain one of the oldest
buildings in Shirenewton?

We have a small and dedicated group of volunteers, working
in pairs, who spend a few hours, three times each year, to
keep the Church and the Church Room clean.

Our group has reduced in number during this year, which of
course increases the frequency of cleaning for those of us
remaining. Therefore, we would all be very grateful to hear
from any new volunteers, both pairs and individuals, who feel
they would like to contribute to maintaining our church in this
way.

Please contact Mark Broughton at
mark_broughton@btopenworld.com

Severn Wye Bible Study Group

We are a small group of Christians enjoying a warm and nurturing
fellowship together. We read scripture and talk about what it
means and how we can apply it to our daily lives. We are learning
together and there is no such thing as a silly question. If you're
even a tiny bit curious, come along. Give it a go....you may love it
as we do!!l!

Where: Shirenewton Church Room
When: 14.45 Tuesday afternoons
Why: Because it's encouraging, uplifting and good for the soul.
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www.shirenewtonchurch.com

Already this year, there has been a lot of press regarding the use
of Al technology in scams. Al technology allows the scammers to
use ‘deepfake’ technology for impersonation which makes them
seem more credible. This deepfake technology is not only being
used to part people from their money.

I read an article where foreign spy agencies from the Far East
(suspect to be North Koreans) were applying for remote working
tech jobs and using deepfake Al in online interviews. The technolo-
gy is so good now that it is hard to tell if the person on the Zoom/
Teams/meetings call at the other end is real or a deepfake. The
face of the person on the call has another superimposed by the Al
software. There are apparently tell-tale signs to watch out for in-
cluding a less than perfect head neck joint. Another trick is to ask
the person at the other end of the call to pass their hand in front of
their face. The current generation of Al technology can’t handle
this and the hand doesnt appear on the Al generated fake head-
shot. And, if you are wondering how they get away with answering
questions, again Al is the answer. Answers to questions are typi-
cally sourced from AI technology and ‘read’ by Al technology with
an accent the scammer wishes to use. The purposes is, of course,
to plant foreign operatives into companies to steal their intellectual

property.

The key point is, of course, that if Al technology can seem credible
on a live remote meeting, it can seem more than credible at the
end of a phone!

Going back to scammers who may target you, remember that large
companies such as Google, Microsoft, et al are not going to be call-
ing you to tell you that your account has been compromised. Treat
any such call with the suspicion it deserves. Likewise, do not click
on links from emails unless you are 100% certain that they are
genuine — remembering that scammers have access to the last Al
technology and are able to create highly believable emails. It is no
longer possible to identify scam emails by the spelling errors, poor
grammar and English.

On this subject, a recent article in The Register noted that 2024
saw a drop in ransomware payments by companies of around 35%
compared with the previous year. Some this was attributed to law
enforcement agencies taking down a couple of big gangs in De-
cember 2023. However, a large part was attributed to better busi-
ness preparation to recover from successful attacks. Having secure
backups which allow an organisation to restore their data quickly
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makes it cheaper to restore than pay the ransom.

Which brings me onto the subject of backups. There was an inter-
esting article on the fact that people make backups and don't test
the restoration process. The article pointed out that the process is
called ‘backup’ and not ‘restore’ which is unfortunate because,
without the ability to restore, you don't actually have a backup!
Of course, just like an insurance policy, one hopes that there
won't be a need to ‘claim’. But, if there is a necessity to claim,
you do need to be confident that payout (or in our case, restora-
tion) will be made. So, not only should you backup but occasion-
ally, you need to test the backup and restore a file or two to be
sure that the process is working.

Finally, about this time last year we had a home battery energy
storage system (BESS) installed. The idea is to power the house
using free solar generated electricity or low-rate electricity. It
works. A year on I'm pleased to report that it is a resounding suc-
cess. The basic idea is that, in the winter, the battery is charged
up overnight on low-rate electricity and then powers the house
during the day. In the summer, when the solar panels are gener-
ating more than the house is consuming, rather than export the
surplus to the grid, it is automatically directed to charge the bat-
tery to provide ‘free’ electricity.

I'm actually typing this on the 1% sunny day in February and can
see that the solar panels are generating 228 Watts — it would be
considerably more in summer. The house is consuming a steady
388 Watts and the 160 Watts draw over and above the solar gen-
eration is being provided by the battery which was charged on
the low rate overnight. The app is really quite addictive! The in-
vestment was ~£4,500 and payback should be well under 5
years. Feel free to contact me if you want to know who we used.

Safe Browsing

David Cornwell
webmaster
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Gardening Corner

Some years ago, a large oak branch tore off in a storm and landed
on the end of our metal potting shed. It crushed the doors and the
end or the shed. Not completely, but it did reduce the height to one
that would be comfortable for a hobbit! I managed to jack the roof
up, and then prop this up with a length of timber, enough that I
could get in and out to take or put back the supply of pots, as and
when needed. However, since then we have had successive storms,
each of which has acted as another nail in the coffin of the said
shed. I was in the large tunnel, working on the main vegetable
beds yesterday. It was windy, and all I could hear was the shed
creaking and groaning, with large clangs every time there was a
particularly strong gust of wind. As I write this, there is another
yellow wind and rain warning for tomorrow and I have a feeling,
that it might just bring an end to the tenuous life of the said shed!
Unfortunately, being made of steel, there has been little option in
respect of repairs. So instead, it will be a dismantle, and then recy-
cle the steel to Five Lanes recycling centre, with a mental note to
buy a timber shed next time!

With the weather continuing in what can only be described as an
unsettled state, things are already getting behind in the garden. A
couple of days dry did allow me to work on some of the raised veg-
etable beds, which were weeded, lightly dug, and then covered
with black ground cover in order to prevent weeds coming back
through before they are planted up again. I would have likely to
have put some manure down prior to the cover, but, even though
we have six large compost bins, we never manage to produce
enough material for all our needs manure wise. A couple of weeks
ago a kindly neighbour rang up and offered me a trailer full of fresh
‘manure’ which I jumped at the chance of. Once delivered, I soon
made short work of wheelbarrowing the said manure, down the
garden to the bins, which soon filled up. At 135 paces from point of
loading, to point of unloading, and then back again, I soon fulfilled
my 10,000 paces challenge for that day. Within a matter of days,
the heap was steaming well and had already reduced in size by
probably a quarter. Fresh manure like this really does produce a lot
of heat, and is the best way to produce weed free compost if you
are able. Unfortunately, most of the time we have ‘cold compost’
heaps, as material is added in small quantities over an extended
period of time, which is why you have to be very careful what ma-
terial you load them with. Any material that contains seeds or has
spreading roots (like couch grass) are a definite no-no when it
comes to what can, or cannot be added. You can purchase insulat-
ed compost bins these days, which are designed to run at high
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temperature, thus killing seeds and roots off, but are very expen-
sive. They are meant to be effective, but at some £300 each, for
the largest size, we would need several tens of them to cope with
the garden waste material we produce. So not really a viable op-
tion.

Currently, we are working on clearing up all of the greenhouses
and tunnels. The big tunnel is the first in line, where we are re-
moving all of the old tomatoes, peppers and other remnants of
last years crops. I then intend to water all of the wood chip paths
with Jeyes fluid in an effort to kill of any harbouring pests or dis-
eases. This is a garden disinfectant that I have always used, but
as with every similar product that is now available to the amateur
gardener, they are nowhere near as effective as they used to be.
Based on coal tar, the effective ingredients have been replaced, so
they may smell the same (just like the ‘proper’ Wrights coal tar
soap used to be), they are no longer as effective. Unfortunately,
there is nothing quite the same obviously available. That said, I
was talking to my fishing ‘buddy’ the other week, who also has a
large garden and land to manage. I was bemoaning the fact that
the so-called Creosote (yet another tar oil-based product — you
can see that there is a theme happening here!) you buy these
days is rubbish when it comes to using as a wood treatment to
prevent it rotting. When I first started my long forestry career,
alongside, as it happens, the assistant Head Gardeners dad, one
of our jobs was to creosote all of the oak stakes that we produced
on the estate we worked on in Hampshire. You may be conjuring
up a picture of two men with brushes, painting each stake, one at
a time. Lovely! But no, this was job was done on a more industrial
scale. Picture an underground tank with some 250 plus gallons of
creosote, which was then hand pumped (not quite so industrial
but there was no electric supply at the time) into a tank above
ground. Underneath this tank, was a fire pit and chimney. Bundles
of stakes were lowered into the tank by tractor first, and then
filled up with cold creosote, enough to cover the stakes. The fire
was then lit, and stoked up until the liquid started to bubble, after
which the fire would continue to be stoked for at least a day and
then left to cool down for several days. The heat would thin the
creosote, and drive out any air in the stakes. As the liquid cooled
down the wood sucked in the creosote, treating the timber. Once
cold, the tank would be emptied of creosote, this time using gravi-
ty, back into the underground tank. Once emptied, the stakes
would be left in the now fluid empty tank for several days, to drip
and dry off, before then removal and stackin%, after which they
would be used as and when. I digress. Back to buying these days!
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My buddy said he had just bought genuine creosote off E-bay,
which I assumed was no longer possible. He thought it had come
from Poland originally, but he had definitely bought 25 litres On-
line. I had a look, and sure enough, there it was, readily available
for professional use only, but anyone could buy it. So next time I
need to treat timber ‘properly’ it will be back to the old tried and
tested method. This reminded me of a recent trip to the farm sup-
pliers to buy 5 litres or Round-up, a very effective broad-spectrum
weedkiller that I use occasionally. I was horrified at the price, but
even more horrified when I was told that I needed an agricultural
holding number in order to buy a five-litre bottle. I was however,
allowed to buy a one litre bottle, at twice the price. After some dis-
cussion, I was allowed to come away with the larger product, but it
was at twice the price I paid for the last one! After the E-bay les-
son on creosote. I decided to have a look to see if Glyphosate was
readily available on-line. Sure enough, there it was for professional
use, 5 litres at half the price I had just paid, delivered free to the
door, no need for a holding number. Now let me just add that,
having spent over 50 years in Forestry, where Glyphosate was a
staple product to kill competing vegetation when planting trees, I
regard myself as a professional user. I've had all the courses, know
how to handle and what to wear, but I was taken aback by how
easy these products (creosote and Glyphosate) could be bought On
-line, but guess this shouldn’t be a surprise when you think what
else is available these days. On that sobering thought, it is time to
get back down the tunnel, there is ground to be cleared and sweet
pea plants, garlic and shallots to be planted out (not all in the
same place I hasten to add), as well as the hot benches to be
turned on ready for the first seed sowing to be done in earnest.

Happy gardening until next month, Steve and Felicity Hunt.




STARGAZING

In the evening sky in March, the Constellation of Leo the Lion can
be seen to the South-East. It is one of the few constellations that
looks like its namesake. It commemorates the giant lion that Hercu-
les slaughtered as the first of his labours. Leo is dominated by his
head, which looks like a back-to-front question mark. The bright
blue-white star Regulus is at the base of the question mark.

On the evening of St David’s Day, the faint crescent Moonis setting
in the West the very bright planet Venus just above. Jupiter is high-
er and to the South, whilst orange-coloured Mars |s in the South-
East. The GIbeUS Moon is close fo Jupiter on the 6™ of March and
Mars on the 8",

In March 1781, William Herschel of Bath was observing stars in the
constellation Gemini when he discovered a new planet. This was the
first new planet to be seen since the beginning of history and result-
ed in Herschel being knighted and given a royal pension. In grati-
tude to the king, he wanted to call the planet George! However
good sense prevailed and it was finally named after the god Uranus,
conforming to the tradition of naming the planets after characters in
classical mythology. Incidentally, Herschel’s house in Bath is open to
the public, and well worth a visit.

The Vernal Equinox occurs on 20th March, when day and night are
equal, with exactly 12 hours between sunrise and sunset. This is a
useful day for getting your bearings right as the sun rises due east
and sets due west wherever you may be.




FAIRTRADE NEWS

)

\

FAIRTRADE

Perhaps it’s time for a recap on the ethics and value of Fairtrade.

FT is an ethical movement that aims to ensure farmers and work-
ers in developing countries

receive fair prices for their products, decent working conditions and
have greater control over

their livelihoods by setting social, economic and environmental
standards throughout the

supply chain, essentially advocating for a more equitable system of
trade compared to

conventional market practices: this is achieved through certification
labels on products that

meet Fairtrade criteria, allowing consumers to actively support
these principles when making

purchases.

Key Aspects of Fairtrade

1 Fair Prices

Ghuarzanteeing producers receive a minimum price for their goods,
which is

higher than the conventional market price, protecting them from
price fluctuations and

poverty.

2 Fairtrade Premium

An additional sum is paid to producer organisations that can be
used for community

development projects like education, healthcare and infrastructure.
3 Social Standards

Ensuring safe working conditions, no child labour and respect for
workers’ rights.

4 Environmental Standards

Promoting sustainable farming practices to protect the environment
and biodiversity.

5 Producer Empowerment

Supporting farmer cooperatives and giving them a voice in decision
making processes.
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How it Works

1 Certification

Products that meet FT standards are certified with a recognizable FT
label, allowing

consumers to identify ethical choices when shopping.

2 Auditing

Independent auditors verify that producers are adhering to FT stand-
ards throughout the

supply chain.

3 Direct Trade

FT encourages direct relationships between producers and buyers to
ensure fair pricing and

transparency.

Criticisms of Fairtrade

1 Price Premium

FT products may be more expensive potentially limiting access to
some consumers.

2 Potential for Exploitation

Concerns exist that large corporations might use FT as a marketing
tool without truly

benefiting producers.

3 Limited Reach

Some argue that FT only impacts a small percentage of producers
and can be difficult to

scale up.

In my view the very real benefits of Fairtrade totally outweigh these
criticisms. It's not a

perfect solution of course. But thousands of hardworking hard-
pressed producers have

radically improved their lives and their communities using the bene-
fits of Fairtrade — because

some people in richer developed countries have chosen to spend a
few extra pence on the

goods they regularly buy. Simple!

Marion McAdam 641 316 msm316@gmail.com
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CHEPSTOW CHORAL SOCIETY

& CCS Orchestra
Conductor - Graham Bull
Orchestra Leader - Paula Kempton

“The Gift

Sing In a Season - Bob Chilcott

The Sprig of Thyme - John Rutter

Fantasia on Greensleeves - V Williams

5t Paul's Suite - Gustav Holst

And a newly commissioned work :
The Gift To Sing - Graham Bull

Saturday 29th March 7.30pm

St Mary’s Parish Church, Chepstow

£15 per adult, U18s & Students FREE

Tickets available from Choir members, Chepstow Bookshop, on the
door or by logging on to www.eventbrite.co.uk

gt SHORe, www.chepstowcharalsociety.org.uk

£

CHER,

CCS i afMiiated to TH Cordd, Muskc Camtre Wales
S 2 and ks also a Registered Charity (Mo: 1127098)
C

Further Information - 01291 623310
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Rachel Mobile Hairdresser

Cut & Blow-dry
Tint

Hi-lights
Perm

Call 01291 329480
30 years experience - DRB checked
Oakfield Veg Boxes

Sown and grown using organic methods in Newchurch

Larges boxes £22 and Medium boxes £17

email leighayland@gmail.com
call on 01291 428604/07889 247361
Read more about us on Facebook
@oakfieldgrowers

This is a fair share scheme where seasonal produce is shared among subscribers.
We guarantee a minimum of 8 items in the medium boxes (suitable for 2-3)
and 10 items in ourlarge boxes

To advertise in this magazine contact
Bill Clark: 01291 641783; parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com

The editor reserves the right to print free content and

Full pa page
alf Page
Quarter Page £25

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free.
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Amazon Smile may be gone but you can still support
Chepstow and Caldicot Lions with Easyfundraising!

We have some important news regarding the Amazon Smile
program. Unfortunately, Amazon has discontinued this
program, which means that we can no longer receive
donations through it. However, we have some good news
too! You can still continue to support Chepstow and Caldicot
Lions by signing up for Easyfundraising. By doing this, you
can help us raise funds for our community projects and
initiatives, without any extra cost to you.

All you have to do is sign up through our Easyfundraising
page at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
chepstowandcaldicotlionsand shop online as you normally
would. The retailers you shop with will then make a donation
to us, at no extra cost to you. It's as simple as that!

So, if you want to continue supporting our cause, please
consider signing up for Easyfundraising today. Your support
means the world to us, and together we can make a real
difference in our community. Thank you!

easyfundraising
turns your online shopping
info everyday magic

Support us

$¢ easyfundraising You shop, brands donate to us



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chepstowandcaldicotlions
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chepstowandcaldicotlions

St Peter's Church presents

BBC Radio Wales's Star of Jesus Christ
Superstar

Mal Pope Steve Balsamo

And

[.ena and Ceri Duettists

St Peter's Church, St Pierre

Eriday, 21st March at 7Zpm
ickets £15:.00

includingfafiglassioffwinelor softrdrink

AvailableSfrom
MerranSkligginsiSChurchSmembers
Hannah:sSMusici(cash)
Eventbrite

w0

Proceedstintald tefitheSEGhureh




Earlswood & Newch
Memorial Hall

FLOWER & PLANT

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE
TABLE FOR TRADERS - £5.00

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

. - s oo
'/ O0Y x‘(,‘_<.1"‘)( ] l’l.’,‘x,




‘ Earlswood & Newchurch West Village Hall %

Annual General Meeting
(AGM)
Tuesday 1st APRIL, 7pm

You are welcome to join us at the Hall
for the AGM of the Executive Commit-
tee. New volunteers are always espe-
cially welcome.

Any questions? 07889 762 840 /
07855 301 806 booking@earlnew.com

Upcoming Events

2025
Saturday 10" May Plant sale and café
Saturday 29" November Christmas craft fair

Saturday 13" December Xmas Quiz
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ON RECREATION

GHIRENEWT

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

M
pAY 17TH MARCH 2025 7.30°P

' LL
MONAT THE RECREATIONAL HA

E 0

SUPPORT
YOUR
VILLAGE
HALL.

NEW
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
ALWAYS
WELCOME.




Duke’s Yard Singing Club
Spring Concert

To Celebrate

Songs for everyone
From Libow to Elvis, Handel to Adele
Folk, Classical, Pop, Sea Shanties & Musicals

St Tewdric’s Church, Mathern
Wednesday 2nd April 7.30pm

Donatons, rasing lunds for Mathern Church

Relreshments avarlable
www singingciuber.co, uk
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night
St. Peter’s Church

Newchurch
Yes, this event is in the church this time

Friday 4™". April 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Admission and quiz entry £5.00 per person
[Teams of about 4 people]
Cheese and biscuits and nibbles provided
Bring your own drink (alcohol or soft drink)

Tea/ Coffee available

Do come along and support one of your local churches
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25 places of international or world significance within 25 miles

2. The Gondola — Newport Transporter Bridge (1906)

COnly 4 bridges built in the 100 years of the C20th have been given Grade 1
Listed Status — the Severn Bridge, the Humber Bridge, an Ove Arup designed
bridge at Durham, and the Newport Transporter Bridge — so two of the four
C20th Grade 1 Listed bridges are within a few miles of Shirenewton.

IMost people associate Gondolas with Venice but Venice has probably a
thousand gondolas. Newport’s gondola is something much rarer as it is only
one of 8 in the whole world and it takes passengers and cars across the River
Usk suspended from a Transporter Bridge.

In fact, the Newport Transporter Bridge isn't working at the moment because it
is undergoing repairs but will re-open in 2026. A new visitor centre opens this
year on the west bank of the river. There is a Friends of Newport Transporter
Bridge organisation and there is a journal “The Flying Gondola’!

Only 18 Transporter Bridges were built world-wide, all in the late C159th and
early C20th (1893 to 1916). Only 8 remain of which Newport is the largest with
a main span of 196.6 metres (645 feet), designed by the French engineer
Ferdinand Arnodin with Newport Borough's engineer Robert Haynes.

Of the remaining Transporter bridges one is in Spain, one in France, one in
Argentina, two in Germany, two in England; and one in Wales The remaining
Transporter Bridges are: Portugalete (1893), near Bilbao, Spain;
Rochefort-Martou (1500), between La Rochelle and Bordeaux, France;
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Newport (1906), Wales; Osten (1303), Hamburg, Germany;

Middlesbrough (1511}, England; Rendsbhurg (1913), near Kiel, Germany;
Riachuelo (1915), Buenos Aires, Argentina; and Crossfields (1916) Warrington,
England.

MNewport Transporter Bridge looking East

The first Transporter Bridge was built in 1893 by Arnedin and Palacio near
Bilbac in Spain so the idea was relatively new at the time Arnodin brought the
idea over to Newport at the invitation of the Mewport Borough Engineer as a
means of solving a problem of how to cross the River Usk 2 miles south of the
Town Bridge in order to get workers over to the new Lysaght Steel works.

High masted ships and high tides precluded an ordinary bridge because the
deck would have to be high above the water and the ramps either side would
have to be enormous to reach the appropriate height so a moving gondola was
the answer. The very high beam 54 metres (177 feet) above the river (main
span 196 metres), supports a 16-ton traveller mechanism from which the 36-
ton gondola is suspended. It is a suspension bridge structure, as was the first
Transporter Bridge, the Portugalete Bridge near Bilbao (main span 160 metres);
and Rochefort- Martrou bridge in western France {main span 140 metres).

The Spanish transporter bridge near Bilbac is a UNESCO World Heritage Site on
account of it being the first and oldest Transporter Bridge but the Newport
Bridge is larger and arguably finer in appearance.
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When the Newport Transporter Bridge is back in action it will be possible to
cross the River Usk on the Gondola again and it is also possible to walk across
the main beam 54 metres (177 feet) above the river but that is not for those
without a head for heights as you can see down through the walkway!

%

On the 100t anniversary of the opening of the Newport Transporter Bridge on
the 12" September 1906, the Newport City Footbridge was opened across the
River Usk in the centre of Newport - 12t September 2006.

‘12 September” has another significance for Newport as on that day in 1914
Welsh actor Desmond Llewelyn was born in Bettws, Newport. After a spell in
Colditz in the Second World War Llewelyn was later known all over the world as
‘@’ in 17 of the 19 James Bond films between 1963 and 1998.

Newport has another global link with the world of films — through Welsh actor,
from Port Talbot, Sir Anthony Hopkins. For many years Anthony Hopkins'
parents ran the Ship Inn at Caerleon. John Williams of Ditch Hill Lane,
Shirenewtan, recalls seeing and meeting Tony Hopkins there just after Hopkins
had finished playing Richard the Lionheart in the film the Lion in Winter (1568).
In the 1950s Hopkins' mother lived in Firbank Avenue, St Julians, Newport. In
1932 Anthony received an Oscar for “Silence of the Lambs’. The Oscar he held in
his hand at the Los Angeles Awards Ceremony, watched by millions across the
world, spent the next few years on a sideboard in a house in Newport!

John Burrows

MNext — The Canal
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Painter and Decorator
Quality work at sensible prices

07825232517

THE FASTEST GROWING SPORT
IN THE WORLD HAS

ARRIVED IN CWMBRAN!

ANY AGE . ANY FITNESS LEVEL . NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED . FUN GUARANTEED

A MIXTURE OF TENNIS AND SQUASH,
PADEL IS THE SECOND MOST POPULAR
SPORT IN THE WORLD TO FOOTBALL.

PLAYED IN DOUBLES, PADEL IS GREAT FOR
SOCIALISING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

FIND US AT THE WELSH PADEL CENTRE, WOODLAND ROAD SPORTS & SOCIAL CENTRE, CWMBRAN, NP44 2DZ
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Richard Kopp oo
PLUMBING & HEATING « Oil & gas boilers

supply and installation

01291 641581 » Bathroom &
07780 703530 cloakroom
richardkopp70@hotmail.co.uk installation
www.rk-plumbingandheating.co.uk « Oil & gas appliance

servicing

« Gas safety checks

« Landlord certificates
« Unvented hot water
cylinder systems
supply and installation

DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS

(Cabinets do not require codes, they are
unlocked although they have a key pad)

Carpenters Arms (on the Usk road)
Huntsman Hotel (on the Usk road
Recreation Hall (Shirenewton village)

Shirenewton Sultan (The Square,
centre of Shirenewton)

Defibrillator Great House Farm complex (off Old
ettt Road), Earlswood (north)
[repair.decrease.fussy]
RoSoSsINEINY Earlswood Hall
1 (Earlswood)
L

(House half way between
Blethyn Close and the
School in Mynyddbach)
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SUPPORT &
OURSCHOOL ;..

CHOOL

PLAY OURLOTTERY o

e Tickets cost just £1 a week
e The easy way to help us raise funds

¢ Local cash prizes every week

BUY TICKETS:

Go to: www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
And search for: Shirenewton
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THE

BATHROOM A:T CITY

SHOWROOM

YOUR PERFECT

IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

From taps %o tiles, cloakrooms to family bathrooms,
and lighting to heating, we have It all.

Unit 1, The School Trading Estate, Chepstow,
Monmouthshire NP16 5PH
T:01291 630643 M: 07460 402233

Book your appomtment today!

t www.bathrooms.com

Trade & Free 30 Free Tile
Public design samping

welcome & planrung service

www.bathrooms.com
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First month FREE DELIVERY for new customersl!
Various payment options available
1-7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERIES OF MORNING PAPERS
PLUS ALL MAGAZINES
So, relax and have your newspapers delivered
Phone:- Reg on 01633 411117 or
Steve on 07971 061495

The
MONMOUTHSHIRE
Window Company

T: 01291 630063
www.monmouthshirewindows.com

« Continually investing in the latest products.
+ Highest standard of product installations.
A }  +Showrooms across Monmouthshire & in Newport.
+ FENSA Registered.
+ High quality PVC & Aluminium products.
+ Over 20 years of experience.

.
]

BIFOLD DOORS + COMPOSITE DOORS « CASEMENT & FLUSH CASEMENT WINDOWS
FRENCH DOORS « SUPALITE TILED ROOF « CONSERVATORIES « SLIDING DOORS




@tepwise Podiatry

www.stepwisepodiatry.co.uk  info@stepwisepodiatry.co.uk

HCPC Registered Podiatrists

Routine foot care, Diabetic foot checks, Ingrown toenails, Nail Surgery, Verrucas
Sports injury, foot pain and MLS Laser

Clinic locations in Tintern and Chepstow
Unit 4 Library Place, Manor Way, Chepstow, NP16 5HZ
Wye Valley Wellness Centre, Ashweir Lodge, Tintern, NP16 65E
Home visits available for house bound patients

Let us fix your feet
Call us today for an appointment
Tel: 01291 689917
www.stepwisepodiatry.co.uk  info@stepwisepodiatry.co.uk

b}
THE )

AWARDS }‘l«?

3

&

,:J

Trophies Cups
Glass Tankards
Plaques Medals
Shields Engraving

07770773323 ¢ info@theawardscompany.co.uk

www.theawardscompany.co.uk
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THE PERSONAL TRAINING POD
BB O DA,

FATLOSS ~ NUTRITION LIFESTYLE MENTAL  FUNCTIONAL
SPECIALISTS  TRACKING TARGETS WELL BEING MUSCLE

THE UNIQUE PRIVATE STUDIO FOR 1:1 AND SMALL GROUP TRAINING

WWW_.PERSONALTRAININGPOD.COM

BENTLEY GREEN FARM, CRICK, MONMOUTHSHIRE, NP26 5UR

Fedkes & Co Senior Services
l. : Pressure washing, Paths, Patios,
Solicitors Fences, Driveways
; : Fence painting/Staining

Home Offices/Sheds

Contaét Rob

e Disputes and Litigation
e Redundancy/Settlement Agreements

e Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney TE L: 0739 | 046450

e Estate and Tax Planning

Girrp ClizB U R Reliable, Traditional, Courteous
Newport office: 01633 358888

info@feakes-legal.com | www.feakes-legal.com
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Daniel & Matthew Haines
LLANVAIR LANDSCAPES

Grass cutting and strimming, Hedge trimming
NPTC approved Tree Surgery Turfing
Landscaping, Seeding Lawn Care: Spraying
Scarifying, Aerating, Fertilizing. Rough areas
. Sprayed and Cleared Rubblsh Removal.

Fully Insured. Competitive Prices, Free Quotes

| Contact: Daniel or Matthew Haines |

01633 400548, 07930 893680
07930 893678

tthewﬂ-laln'es :
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LOCAL CONTACTS

If you know of any changes or omissions please contact the Editor Bill Clark
Telephone 01291 641783 or email parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com

Severn Wye Ministry Area

Ministry Area Leader
Team Vicar
Team Vicar

Associate Priest

severnwyema.co.uk
Zoe and Barney Pimentel 07754 306229

severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com
Fr Michael Gollop
frmichaelgollopl @gmail.com
Reverend Philip Averay
revphilipaveray@gmail.com
Reverend John Waters

01291 622 064

01291 620980
07836 585 250

Ministry Area Leader’s Warden Ros Downes

Ministry Area People’s Warden David Carne  david-carne@outlook.com
07887 853479

Ministry Area Lay Co-Chair Hilary Hillier

Ministry Area Treasurer Kevin Higgs

Church of St Thomas a Becket, Shiren
Lay Eucharistic Minister Gilly Lambert
Rector’s Church Warden Sally Saysell
People’s Church Warden Andrew Baker
LCC Secretary John Montague

ewton
07821 725 690
01291 641 369
01291 641 925
01291 329 481

jmontyvet@hotmail.co.uk

LCC Treasurer
LCC Members Janet Horton

James Leney

Wendy Montague

John Burrows

Organists Karen Millar
James Leney
Tower Captain Mike Penney

Saysell Centre Booking
Safeguarding Officer
Church Flowers

Parish Magazine Editor
Parish magazine distribution
200 Club

Ministry Area Council Representative

Glynis MacDona
Andrew Baker
Maureen Moody
Bill Clark

Aileen Doggett

Wendy Montague

Graham Lambert

Jane Smith-Haddon

01291 641 175
01291 641 783
01291 641 271
01291 329 481
01291 641 845
01291 650 521
01291 641 271
01291 650 653
01291 641 818
01291 641 925
01291 641 524
01291 641 783
01291 641 525
01291 641 459

Id

01291 329 481

MP/Monmouth CC & Community Council Representatives

Shirenewton Community Council
Clerk: Jan McLagan

Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Ward

Philip Butterworth (Chair) 01291 6
Catherine Martin (Vice Chair) 01291 3
Gary Mitchell 07979 9
Vacancy

Vacancy

Earlswood and Newchurch Ward

Ian Martin 07467 1
Vacancy

MCC for Shirenewton

Louise Brown 07598 9

Member of Parliament
Catherine Ann Fookes

Member of the Senedd

Peter Fox MS 01291 6

shirenewtoncc@gmail.com

41704
29610
13555

philip.b@shirenewtoncc.org.uk
cathie.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk
gary.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk

76977 ian.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk

79719 louisebrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk
catherine.fookes.mp@parliament.uk

74898 Peter.Fox@senedd.wales
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Police and Neighbourhood Watch Contacts

Neighbourhood Police Officer Matt Scree matthew.screen@gwent.pnn.police.uk
Neighbourhood CSO Andrew Jones An-
drew.jones@gwent.pnn.police.uk

Other Local Organisations

Beavers Julie Hitchcock 01291 650548
Church Fete John Burrows shirenewtonfete@gmail.com
Earlswood Hope Mr Raymond Jeremiah 01291 641726
Earlswood & Newchurch West Memorial Hall
Chairman Becca Allen 07889762840 chair@earlnew.com
Treasurer Geoff Todd 07855301806 treasurer@earlnew.com
Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel

Avril Smith 01291 627677
Gaerllwyd Baptist Mrs E Remnant Brooklands, Usk Road NP16 6SA

Recreation Association Beverly Lyndsay 07798 780971 bever-
lylindsay@btinternet.com
Recreation Hall booking  Beryl Saysell 01291 641637 saysellberyl@gmail.com
St Peters Church Newchurch

Enid Heritage 01291 622708

enidheritage@gmail.com

Shirenewton Local History Society
Dorothy Brabon 01291 641376  brabonnl@hotmail.com

Gwent Wildlife Trust Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Meadows
(previously SAMFAL) 01600 740600

Caerwent Group Mothers Union
Rosemary Carey 01291 425010 crcandkili@tiscali.co.uk
Treasurer Bridget Evans 01291 408125 bridget.caldicot@gmail.com

Shirenewton Play Group Beverly Lindsay  Shirenewtonplaygroup@gmail.com
Shirenewton Primary School
Mr Nick Penn, Head Teacher 01291 641774
shirenewtonprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk

Shirenewton Toddler Group Sarah Parker 07971 783434
Shirenewton Tennis Association

Andy Orrell shirenewtontennis@gmail.com
Fairtrade Marion McAdam 01291 641316 msm316@gmail.com

Womens Institute (WI) Angela Gray

(President) angela.deepwier@btopenworld.com
Jane Butterworth (Secretary) 01291 641704.
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‘OANNE HUME & SONLT
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Independent Family Funeral Divectors"

24 Hour Service

« Unattended cremations from £1095
« Male & Female Funeral Directors

- Private Chapel of Rest
« New Memorial Stones & Memorial Renovations

- Pre-paid Funeral Plans
- Free advice & assistance with grants.

ASK US WHAT WE CAN OFFER, COMPARED TO OTHER FUNERAL DIRECTORS.

168-170 Newport Road, Caldicot, Monmouthshire, NP26 4AA

Tel 01291 420972

office@joannehumeandson.co.uk
www.joannehumeandson.co.uk




SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE
EDITORIAL INFORMATION

Published: by The Church of St. Thomas a Becket Shirenewton

Editor: Bill Clark 01291 641783 email: parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com
The cost of the Magazine is £1.50 per issue/10 issues for £14.

Copies are delivered free by local distributors to those who have pre-paid.
Monthly copies are available at the Church.

Previous editions of the magazine are available online on the Church
website at www.shirenewtonchurch.info.

To order your regular copy, contact Jane Smith-Haddon
01291 641525/07816 233554 dolly.shirenewton@gmail.com
Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations
Full designated page for 12 months £150
Full page 12 months 10 issues £100
Half Page 12 months 10 issues £50
Quarter Page 12 months 10 issues £25
Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free.
The editor reserves the right to print free content and
free advertisements in black and white
Editorial policy is to print what you provide, space and technology
permitting. The views expressed are those of the contributor.

Preferred Document format is an MS Word document attached
to an email. Preferred Advert and Photograph format is JPEG
attached to an email

Deadline for the April 2025 issue is
9:00 a.m. Monday 24" March 2025

67



J & B Sewing Machines g
Established 1961 . ’

www.jbsewing.com

Domestic & Industrial Sewing Machines
Servicing & Repairs

Fabrics & Haberdashery

Quilting & Creative Sewing Classes
Coffee Mornings

Serving South Wales For 58 Years
Helpful Friendly Advice!

Main Dealers for:

e BERNINA  brother m JANOME

at yourside

D) s Quilting Machines
\\ //1] ) \\\u
ling Fi?

J & B House

Curlew Close Unit 4a Gripoly Mills
Queensway Meadows Sloper Road
Newport Cardiff
NP19 4SY CF11 8AA
Tel: 01633 284646 Tel: 02922 402148
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