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SHIRENEWTON FETE WILL BE ON 
 

SATURDAY 14th JUNE 2025 
 

Everyone—please make sure it is in the diary! 
 

For those who have regularly carried out tasks, or run stalls, 
please, please, do so again—it is vital.  

 
And for new volunteers to run events or stalls please 

contact us on—shirenewtonfete@gmail.com 
 

We will contact all volunteers in May/June to discuss 
arrangements and needs. 

 
Andrew Baker/John Burrows—shirenewtonfete@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER FETE GRAND PRIZE DRAW 
 

Raffle tickets will soon be available for the grand prize draw to be 
held at the Summer Fete on 14 June.  Don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to win one of our wonderful prizes, which include: 
£100.00 cash, 2 Prizes of £50.00 worth of M&S Vouchers,  a  
voucher for newly reopened Tredegar Arms, a luxury spirit hamper,  
a 4 Ball Golf Day at St Pierre, vouchers for Chepstow Garden  
Centre, Neil Powell Butcher, Deacon’s Florist plus other great  
prizes. 
 
Please support this important part of our annual fundrais-
ing to help maintain our beautiful church, the churchyard 
and the Saysell Centre.  Tickets cost just £1.00 each, £5.00 
for a book of 5. 
 

If you would like to buy any tickets then please just text 
me, ring me, email me or just ask me if you see me walking 
my dog around the village.   
 
Thanks,  
Aileen.   
07814 451943, 01291 641459, aileendoggett@btinternet.com 
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GOOD FRIDAY WALK AND BREAKFAST 
 
It was a bit of a drizzly day when about forty of us, adults, young-
sters and dogs, all met up at St Thomas à Becket Church, Shire-
newton at 9 o’clock in the morning for our Good Friday Walk and 
breakfast. The Reverend Zoe Pimentel briefed us all beforehand 
and gave out colourful collecting bags to the children and fluores-
cent jackets to others for her health and safety risk assessment.  
She had two rules – no one was to get ahead of her on the walk; 
and children had to ask an adult before picking anything up off the 
ground to put in their collecting bags.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We set off across the field behind Caepwcella collecting flowers, 
leaves, interesting twigs and all sorts of other vegetation, and then 
down on to Red House Lane which we followed until we came to 
the junction with the Green Lane. The foraging continued as we 
walked up the Green Lane and on to the Recreation Field where 
some of the younger ones joined in with Zoe’s new game: when 
she shouted “Good Friday” we all ran away as the apostles had  
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done when Jesus was crucified; then when she shouted “Easter 
Sunday” we all rushed back as the apostles had done to witness 
Christ resurrected. We walked across the field and up the steps in 
the far corner to make our way back to the Church Room – by 
which time the rain had pretty much stopped! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Church Room we were greeted with teas, coffees, bacon but-
ties, vegan sausages in a bun, croissants and pastries, hot cross 
buns and orange juice.  The younger ones were tasked with making 
a cross with all the stuff they had collected laid out on the floor, 
supervised by Zoe—see the picture on the front cover.  Then they 
had the opportunity of constructing the cave where Jesus’ body had 
been laid (see picture below) and the rolled-away stone out of bis-
cuits and mini Easter eggs and this proved to be very popular. By 
11 o’clock the dogs were restless, the youngsters were entertained, 
the adults were well fed, the bacon had run out and the rain had 
definitely stopped, and people began to drift off home.  
 
Special thanks to Janet Horton and Jane Smith-Haddon for cooking 
the breakfast and to all the volunteers who helped to clear up after-
wards.  
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EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE AT SHIRENEWTON 
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A PILGRIM OF HOPE 
 

Many of you know by now that I am walking a pilgrimage from 
Chepstow to Rome starting on 27th July.  I have had a variety of 
responses to this undertaking from, “you are barking mad”, “why?” 
and “that’s really inspirational”. So why am I going to walk almost 
2000miles? What do I hope to achieve? Well, I will not be able to 
cover the full depth of these questions, but hopeful this will give 
you a glimpse. I hope it will lure you to draw closer to God’s love 
for you in your own way. 
 

It is fitting that I write this on the day in which Pope Francis died. 
He is largely the reason I chose to go this year and to go to Rome. 
Some of you may know that this is a Jubilee year, a special year 
when we are encouraged to focus our attention even more inten-
tionally on creating a more just world. Pope Francis proclaimed that 
the theme for this Jubilee year would be “Pilgrimage of Hope”. This 
was a huge inspiration for me, as hope is what I live to engender, 
Love and Hope are at the heart of following Christ.  
 

I am neither a pessimistic or optimistic person, I don’t now if thing 
will get worse or will be ok in the end. In the last few years, I have 
pinched a phrase from one of my heroes in the faith, Dr Cornel 
West, to describe myself, “I am a prisoner of Hope”. Optimism 
believes that all will work out for the best in the end despite all evi-
dence to the contrary but not hope. Hope recognises that things 
might not get better but refuses to give into despair. Hope causes 
me to work tirelessly to try and create the world I wish to see, a 
world of justice, peace, reconciliation and love. This is the world we 
pray for every time we say the Lord’s Prayer “Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” (Matt 6:10). This is 
what Jesus meant when he proclaimed that kingdom of Heaven. 
 

I wanted to be one of those pilgrims of Hope and this is why my 
journey looks a little different to some others. As a Franciscan I 
have taken inspiration from my spiritual father, St Francis, who said 
all Franciscans are “pilgrims of the world”. So, in true Franciscan 
fashion I am not taking any money with me but just relying on the 
kindness of others to sustain and house me along my way; hence 
the “your barking mad” comments, ha! 
 

To create the world I hope to see, creating deep connection with 
others is key, especially those who are strangers, who are different, 
who may even consider themselves my enemy. In relying solely on 
the kindness of others, I must learn to trust and be vulnerable and 
seek relationship with others. Like many of us I have become selec-
tive my relationships. I develop friendships with those like me, I  
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keep others at a distance, I close the door on my safe little house 
to keep the messy world at bay. This is not the way that Jesus 
showed us, he sought out and connected with everyone, especially 
those we would rather not have in our homes. Jesus entered the 
messiness of others’ lives in order to love them fully and he calls us 
to do the same. This is one of the main reasons for my pilgrimage. 
 

I will be spending 2000 miles walk with just me and God. I cannot 
escape myself or God, there will be no Netflix or YouTube or any-
thing else to distract me or hide behind. So, a large part of pilgrim-
age is to seek deeper connection with God and learn more about 
yourself, to confront the shadow elements of your nature that we 
all have. It is also a time of discernment, seeking God as to what is 
to come next in your call to follow Christ faithfully. I have no doubt 
I will come back changed by the experienced. It will hopefully be 
time of growth; growth spiritually, personally, and in my love for 
God and others. There is no growth in any aspect of life without 
discomfort and challenge, I am sure this pilgrimage with provide 
plenty of both. 
 

I hope this gives you a glimpse into the main reasons for my pil-
grimage of hope to Rome. It is less about the destination and more 
about the process of becoming. The hardships I will face, the peo-
ple I meet, the hours I will spend in prayer and time with God are 
all at the heart of pilgrimage. Pilgrimage is never truly walked 
alone, your prayers will help sustain me, my prayers for you will 
mean that you will accompany me along my way. 
 
Peace and every blessing 
 
Philip 
 

For more information you can follow me at: 
www.pilgrimofhope.co.uk or  
on Facebook: Philip Pilgrim of Hope 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in April: 

 1.  Brian Harper   2.  Anna Reid (née Broughton) 
 
    3. Piper Dowell 

http://www.pilgrimofhope.co.uk
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JOIN US AT “SAINTS CHEPSTOW” FOR A NEW BIBLE 
STUDY COURSE 

 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes seven remarkable statements 
beginning with the words "I am,".  This echoes Exodus 3:14 when 
God reveals himself to Moses at the burning bush, stating "I AM 
WHO I AM," and instructs Moses to tell the Israelites, "I AM has 
sent me to you.”  Through these words, Jesus connects Himself 
directly to God's identity, giving us powerful insights into His char-
acter and the kind of relationship He invites us into. 
 

These seven sayings: 
 

I am the Bread of Life  
 

I am the Light of the World 
 

I am the Door 
 

I am the Good Shepherd  
 

I am the Resurrection and the Life  
 

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life  
 

I am the True Vine 
 
will be explored in a relaxed and engaging seven-week Bible study. 
Each week we’ll unpack one of these sayings and discuss what it 
means for our lives today. 
 
You are warmly invited to join us at St Christopher’s on Sunday 
evenings, beginning Sunday, 11th May at 7pm. Each session starts 
informally with delicious puddings, along with tea and coffee. After 
refreshments, we’ll enjoy a couple of modern worship songs before 
moving into friendly, open group discussions about the evening's "I 
am" saying. Each session will end with a short time of prayer and 
finish by 8:30pm. 
 
Whether you’re exploring faith for the first time or seeking to deep-
en your relationship with God, all are very welcome. Come and 
journey with us as we discover how these extraordinary sayings of 
Jesus speak powerfully into our everyday lives. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you! If you have any questions 
please contact Barney or Zoe on 07754 306229 /  
Severn.Wye.MAL@gmail.com 
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24/7 PRAYER 
 

Age 18, at 2:45 one morning, I crept quietly out of my house so as 
not to wake anyone, got into my car and drove to church. The 
roads were empty and everything was silent and peaceful. There 
was no sign of life except one other car in the car park, and one 
light on at the back door. I waited until one minute to three, then 
made my way over. A stranger approached the back door from 
within, unlocked and opened it for me, and as I stepped in and 
they made their way out, we silently nodded a friendly and know-
ing greeting to each other.  
 

I had signed up for the 3am-4am slot at my church’s 24/7 prayer 
room. I felt a bit tired, but the adrenaline of being out in the mid-
dle of the night, and having this holy space all to myself, made it 
all worth it. To be praying at such a silent and peaceful time of 
night made it all the more special – I felt like me and God were the 
only two beings in existence, and his presence was more powerful 
than ever as He acknowledged the sacrifice of sleep and comfort I 
had made to spend time with him. 
 

This was one of my first experiences of a 24/7 prayer room. They 
run every day, up and down the country, and all around the world, 
with a vision of ensuring that prayer is happening somewhere 
throughout the world, no matter day or night. They are places of 
inspiration, creativity and – obviously – prayer, designed to be a 
welcoming and encouraging space that enables anyone to spend 
time in prayer. 
 

We are excited to let you know that we will be running a 24/7 
prayer room at St. Christopher’s Church, Bulwark, from 10am on 
Friday 30th May (launching the prayer room with the weekly com-
munion service), until 10am Saturday 31st May. 
 
24/7 prayer rooms have an abundance of art and craft materials, 
prompts, photos, pre-written prayers, CD/music players, comfy 
cushions and other aids to enable all visitors to engage in an act of 
prayer in a way they are most comfortable. They are the perfect 
place for prayer ‘novices’ and prayer ‘warriors’ alike! The way pray-
er rooms work is this environment is set up and then the prayer 
period is split into one hour slots, which people volunteer to sign 
up for, to try and ensure the full period (in our case, 24 hours) is 
covered.  
 

Yes, this includes all night! Would you like to experience the same 
thrill of spending time in prayer in the stillness of the night? Or per-
haps you would prefer a more reasonable hour and would be  
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intrigued to experience a prayer room for the first time? Anyone 
and everyone is welcome to sign up. There will be a physical sheet 
at St. Christopher’s that you can put your name down on, or other-
wise you can email me at Severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com to reserve 
the slot you would most prefer: All are currently available from 
11am on Friday 30th May until 10am on Saturday 31st May. 
 
Revd Zoe Pimentel 

 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTORS WANTED! 
 

Due to Nerys Wilson moving out of Shirenewton to Cardiff, and 
Steve Hunt about to move out of Earlswood for Somerset, we need 
contributors for our monthly recipes and our monthly gardening 
tips. If you feel you have sufficient expertise or experience to fill 
either of these positions, please contact the editor of the magazine 
at parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:Severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON 
 

THE TREDEGAR ARMS 
 

It’s taken a little longer than expected, but all 
finishing touches are just about complete.  

 
Furniture has arrived, completely new and 

very well equipped kitchen installed, cellar re-
furbished & beer pumps commissioned. 

 
 

OPENING SOON  
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SHIRENEWTON CHURCH—GENEROSITY, 
SUSTAINABILITY AND STEWARDSHIP 

 

Shirenewton Church belongs to us all and it plays an important part 
in the thriving and supportive community we all appreciate about 
our villages.     
 

Our Impact and Community Involvement 
We are trying to emulate the generosity that God has shown us, 
care for what we value, and ensure its sustainability for future gen-
erations. 
 

We are proud of the diverse activities and groups that our church 
supports.  From fellowship after services, to hosting the U3A art 
group, Pilates, yoga, table tennis, and the History Society, our 
church is a hub of community engagement.  Special events like 
Carols round the Christmas tree, Christingle and the annual Church 
Fete bring us all together in celebration and fellowship and support 
other good causes.  Our church also plays a vital role in hosting 
significant life events for all, offering baptisms, weddings, and 
funerals, and providing a reflective peaceful space for thought, 
prayer and memorials. 
 

Financial Challenges and Sustainability 
Maintaining our church and its activities comes with financial and 
other challenges.  The volunteers who look after the church and its 
grounds have done a lot of work to try and reduce the costs, but 
we are running a deficit.   Did you know it costs about £100 per 
day to keep the church open and in good order?  
Shirenewton church relies entirely on local support and its only  
income comes from donations, fund-raising, and from fees for ser-
vices such as weddings.   We rely on volunteers to run and main-
tain the church, and we are committed to passing it on to future 
generations in good condition. 
 

Ways you can give support  
We need your help to close the financial gap and ensure the sus-
tainability of our church.   Here are some ways you can contribute: 

• Regular giving via Gift Direct or Standing Order (please also 
think about increasing your regular giving if you already do so) 
• Making full use of tax concessions like Gift Aid 
• Contributions towards specific costs (of your choice) such as 
grass cutting, heating, insurance, flowers etc 
• Joining the 200 Club 
• Taking responsibility for running a fundraising activity 
Setting up a bequest or legacy to support Shirenewton Church 
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Enhancing Stewardship 
 

Beyond financial contributions, there are many other ways to sup-
port our village church and enhance stewardship: 

• Joining the cleaning rota 
• Bell ringing – come along and learn how, or brush off your 
skills and become an active ringer 
• Offering your skills to help with specific projects 
• Helping to keep the churchyard tidy 
• Providing and serving refreshments after services 
Helping at the Fete or other events 
 
Thriving 
 

We all have roles to play in this shared task of stewardship.  
Whether it's setting up regular giving, sharing fundraising ideas, or 
getting involved in church activities, your support is invaluable and 
is very much appreciated.  Together, we can ensure that our 
church remains a vibrant and welcoming place for all. 
To take action, or to receive further information or to find out 
more, please contact Graham Lambert, Treasurer, via  
glambert123@googlemail.com.   
 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 
 

mailto:glambert123@googlemail.com
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To advertise in this magazine contact 
Bill Clark: 01291 641783; parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white 

Advertising Rates for  
Commercial organisations 

 

12 months 10 issues 
Full page £100; £150 for a designated page  

Half Page £50 
Quarter Page £25 

 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 
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April 2025 
THE BELLS, THE BELLS 

  
The tradition is that church bells are not rung during Holy Week. As 
our practice night is held on Friday evening, then in Holy Week we 
take the opportunity to do a “spring clean” of the tower. This 
includes the ringing room, belfry and spiral staircase, So on April 
19th this annual difficult task was undertaken by those ringers 
unable to provide a believable excuse as why not to attend. Over 
the years we have compiled a list of pathetic unacceptable excuses, 
thus requiring from the workshy evermore fantastical newer ones 
to be concocted. Very few get past close scrutiny.  
 

Cleaning the belfry is the biggest challenge as crawling under the 
bells often uncovers nuts and bolts jettisoned from the swinging 
bells.. This year just one nut and washer was revealed and was 
quickly replaced to its origin on the 4th bell wheel. 
 

In May there are a couple of events looming. The first is on Thurs-
day May 8th - VE Day. There is a national request that church bells 
ring out at 6.30 pm – a request for which we will willingly comply. 
The second is the annual Branch (Monmouth Diocese) striking com-
petition .This is a completion in which teams (in ringing jargon 
“bands”) of ringers from churches within the Diocese of Monmouth 
ring for a set period or number of changes at a specified church – 
this year being Michaelstone -Y-Fedw. An independent pair of judg-
es from a different Diocese from Wales or England assess the quali-
ty of the ringing performance “blind”  (that is not knowing which 
band is performing)  and then awarding a score. It is a little bit like 
the Eurovision Song Contest but much more interesting and as stat-
ed is “blind”, so not influenced by other factors!. This event will 
take place on Saturday 17th May, and Shirenewton will be entering 
band to both categories – call changes (lasting 5 minutes) and 
method ringing for 120 changes (also lasting for about 5 minutes or 
so). Both sequences of ringing will be performed on 6 bells. So if 
anyone wishes to come along and support the Shirenewton bands 
in this endeavour then please do so. The competition starts at 3.30 
pm. There is a pub next to the church – The Cefn Mably Arms – 
should one require further inducement. 
 
 
M.D.Penney. 
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HELP NEEDED 
 

Would you be able to help us maintain one of the oldest 
buildings in Shirenewton? 
 

We have a small and dedicated group of volunteers, working 
in pairs, who spend a few hours, three times each year, to 
keep the Church and the Church Room clean. 
 

Our group has reduced in number during this year, which of 
course increases the frequency of cleaning for those of us 
remaining. Therefore, we would all be very grateful to hear 
from any new volunteers, both pairs and individuals, who feel 
they would like to contribute to maintaining our church in this 
way. 
 
Please contact Mark Broughton at 
mark_broughton@btopenworld.com 

  Severn Wye Bible Study Group 
 

We are a small group of Christians enjoying a warm and nurturing 
fellowship together.  We read scripture and talk about what it 
means and how we can apply it to our daily lives. We are learning 
together and  there is no such thing as a silly question. If you're 
even a tiny bit curious, come along.  Give it a go....you may love it 
as we do!!!! 
 

Where: Shirenewton Church Room 
When: 14.45 Tuesday afternoons 
Why: Because it's encouraging, uplifting and good for the soul. 
 

mailto:mark_broughton@btopenworld.com
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A full house for our March meeting, the speaker for the evening 
was Ned Hayward, ‘potter of this parish’.  His Blue Plaques are 
found in every corner of the country, you will even find one in New 
York.  He has made two for our society one blue plaque on the gate 
of Shirenewton Hall to commemorate Edward Lowe, who lived at 
the hall. He made us a purple plaque (only for women) to com-
memorate Martha Gellhorn who lived at Kilgwrrwg, wife of Earnest 
Hemmingway.  
 

A very interesting talk from an accomplished craftsman 
 

We are off on a visit to Trellech for our April meeting, we are 
squeezing in lunch beforehand. 
 
Dates for your Diary: 
 

Tuesday, 29th April          Visit to Trellech, Lunch at the Lion Inn 
     and tour with Kate Churchill 
Wednesday, 14th May         Archive Meeting, Church Room 
Sunday, 25th May                 Beating the Parish Bounds, meeting at 
     the Church door at 2.00pm 
Tuesday, 27th May      May Meeting, title of talk ‘August  
     Piccard, Life & Legacy’ 
     Speaker, Les Ashton-Smith 
 
Our meetings are held at the Church Room, unless otherwise 
stated, we start at 7.30pm.  
 

Archive meetings start at 2.00pm – 4.00pm and everyone is 
welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 Registered Charity No. 1090167 
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FROM THE SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
ARCHIVES 
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Upcoming Events 
 

2025 
 

Saturday 10th May   Plant sale and café 
 

Saturday 29th November  Christmas craft fair 
 

Saturday 13th December  Xmas Quiz 
 

Visit www.earlnew.com for more information about the Hall 
and facilities. We have a mailing list! Email  

booking@earlnew.com to join! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
MAY 
 

Thursday 1st   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Arvans Church, St Arvans 
 

Saturday 3rd  Chepstow Show Homecraft Coffee morning 
10.00-12.00  The Hood Memorial Hall, Devauden 
 

Wednesday 7th   The Story of the Two Ronnies 
7.00 p.m.    St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
 

Thursday 8th   VE Day 
 

Thursday 8th   WI AGM 
7.15 p.m.    Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
 

Saturday 10th   Plant Sale and café 
10.30 a.m.-1.30 p.m. Earlswood and Newchurch West Memorial Hall 
 

Sunday 11th   Puddings and Bible Study 
7.00-8.00 p.m.  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Thursday 15th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Thomas à Becket Church, Shirenewton 
 

Sunday 18th   Puddings and Bible Study 
7.00-8.00 p.m.  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Thursday 22nd   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Tewdric’s Church, Mathern 
 

Sunday 25th   Beating the Bounds 
2.00 p.m.   Meet at the door of Shirenewton Church 
 

Sunday 25th   Puddings and Bible Study 
7.00-8.00 p.m.  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Tuesday 27th   SLHS talk—August Picardy, Life & Legacy 
7.30 p.m.   Shirenewton Church Room 
 

Thursday 29th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
 

Friday 30th    24/7 Prayer Room 
10.00 a.m. to  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
Saturday 31st  
10.00 a.m. 
 

Saturday 31st   Party in the Priory 
1.00—2.00 p.m.  Contact Zoe Pimentel for details 
    07754 306225 
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JUNE 
 

Sunday 1st    Puddings and Bible Study 
7.00-8.00 p.m.  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Thursday 5th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Peter’s Newchurch 
 

Sunday 8th    Puddings and Bible Study 
7.00-8.00 p.m.  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Thursday 12th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Mary’s Church, Penterry 
 

Saturday 14th   Village Fete 
2.00-5.00 p.m.  Shirenewton Recreation Field 
 

Sunday 15th   Puddings and Bible Study 
7.00-8.00 p.m.  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Thursday 19th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  Church of the Holy cross, Kilgwrrwg 
 

Sunday 22nd   Puddings and Bible Study 
7.00-8.00 p.m.  St Chriistopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Thursday 26th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Deiniol’s Church,  Itton 
 
 
JULY 
 

Thursday 3nd   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St James’s Church, Devauden 
 

Thursday 10th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Mary’s Church, Penterry 
 

Thursday 17th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
 

Thursday 24th   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Peter’s Church, Newchurch 
 

Sunday 27th   Service of Blessing for Reverend Philip Avery 
10.00 a.m.   St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
 

Thursday 31st   Ministry Area Prayer Group 
7.45-9.00 p.m.  St Peter’s Church, St Pierre 
 

 
 

severnwyema.co.uk 
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www.shirenewtonchurch.com 
  

Following up on the discussion last month re losing access to your 
email account (such as Gmail), it occurred to me that I’d focused 
on what would happen if you were locked out of the account by 
the service provider (e.g. Google) and I had failed to mention that 
many people lock themselves out of their own account by forget-
ting their password or similar and therefore can’t get the account 
back. To prevent this, you should always ensure that your account 
recovery information is complete. This is typically found under the 
‘security’ section in settings. Also, be sure to enable two factor 
authentication (2FA) which makes it hard to hack your account. 
  

While on this subject, an interesting article on Gmail account theft 
passed my way during the month. The scam goes like this: you 
start getting Google notifications that someone is trying to log into 
your account. The notifications ask "Is this you?". You presumably 
hit the "no, it wasn't me." Option. However, the scam then relies 
on you panicking and deciding to change your password.  
  

This is because, when you change your password, Google asks "Is 
this you?" & you click "Yes, this was me," because, after all, you 
are changing your password. Sounds fine? Well, the problem is 
that the hacker is undertaking multiple attempts and generating 
multiple alerts/notifications in the hope that you accidentally click 
one of the hacker's login alerts instead of your own password 
change alert. Just because someone is trying to log-in and generat-
ing these alerts doesn’t mean you have to change your password, 
especially while the attack is happening.  Don’t panic is the answer. 
Just make sure you have a secure password in the first place,  
enable 2FA and watch them waste their time. 
  

An interesting article crossed my inbox the other day regarding re-
search the Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) have undertak-
en. As The Register reports: “its latest effort is an online "rogues' 
gallery" showcasing more than 100 tech products that no longer 
function properly or were effectively junked after manufacturers 
ended support”. The so called Electronic Waste Graveyard can be 
found here:  
https://pirg.org/edfund/resources/electronic-waste-graveyard/. 
  

This is a subtle way of reminding you that Windows 10 will expire 
in October this year. If you are running a Windows 10 PC it won’t 
just stop but it will not benefit from security upgrades leaving you 
increasingly vulnerable to attack if connected to the internet. I 
mentioned a while ago I had several small Windows 10 PCs which 
had been used as TV ‘set-top’ boxes for streaming. I’ve converted  

http://www.shirenewtonchurch.com/
https://pirg.org/edfund/resources/electronic-waste-graveyard/
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all these to Linux Mint which was a fairly easy process. I’ve also 
converted my old Windows 10 laptop (which was too old to up-
grade to Windows 11) to Linux Mint and use it to stream to the 
TV. So, there is life after Windows 10 for PCs which can’t be up-
graded to Windows 11 – it’s called Linux Mint! 
  

And so, to one of the more ubiquitous tools, WhatsApp. I am an 
avid user of WhatsApp for Windows. This links my Windows PC to 
WhatsApp on my phone. Using WhatsApp on my PC is so my eas-
ier as I can type with the keyboard. There are some drawbacks. 
WhatsApp for Windows doesn’t support communities or broadcast 
lists but is a useful tool for the basic communication. However, it 
was recently reported by The Register that it can be exploited 
and fool users into executing malicious code.  
  

WhatsApp’s simplistic handling of attachments is to blame. 
An .exe file can be passed off as, for example, an image file. The 
user thinks they are opening an image but, in reality, are opening 
a malicious .exe file. The exploit is fixed in version 2.2450.6 and 
higher. You can find your version number under the hamburger 
menu (three horizontal lines) and settings. Updating is a pain. 
You need to uninstall your current installation, reboot and then re
-install and re-link. 
  

PC World drew my attention to another ingenious way of enticing 
the user to run malware via a fake CAPTCHA. We are all used to 
clicking a little box saying ‘I’m a human’ or identifying all the 
squares with a bus/bicycle/traffic light/etc. However, on some 
compromised sites the CAPTCHA asks you to undertake a series 
of key strokes, specifically: Windows key + R. Second, press Ctrl 
+ V. Third, press Enter. This actually opens the windows run 
command, pastes in some malicious code (suitably hidden so you 
can’t see it) and the ‘enter’ runs the malicious code. It relies on 
people following the CAPTCHA instructions either without thinking 
or without the knowledge to understand what is going on. So, be 
aware of this scam and watch out for it. 
  

Finally, for those with Android phones, an update last November 
installed the ‘Android System SafetyCore’.  Google says “Google 
described the service's functionality: "Sensitive Content Warnings 
is an optional feature that blurs images that may contain nudity 
before viewing and then prompts with a 'speed bump' that con-
tains help-finding resources and options, including to view the 
content. When the feature is enabled, and an image that may 
contain nudity is about to be sent or forwarded, it also provides a 
speed bump to remind users of the risks of sending nude imagery 
and preventing accidental shares”. Google further states,  
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“Sensitive Content Warnings doesn't allow Google access to the 
contents of your images, nor does Google know that nudity may 
have been detected”. So, this is a good thing – right? 
  

However, what has upset some users is that Google hasn’t told any-
one that this software is being installed on their phones and it 
doesn’t have an icon or show up on the list of running applications. 
It is possible to uninstall it, but it seems that it will reinstall itself 
every system update.  The original ZDNET article is here: https://
tinyurl.com/bdda5bp8. 
  

So, is it a good thing? In many ways, yes. Apple offers similar func-
tionality. The main difference is that Apple was open about the 
functionality and allows users to turn it off. 
  

On that happy note, safe browsing until next month. 
  
drc 
webmaster 
www.shirenewtonchurch.com 
 

https://tinyurl.com/bdda5bp8
https://tinyurl.com/bdda5bp8
http://www.shirenewtonchurch.com/
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 Amazon Smile may be gone but you can still support 
Chepstow and Caldicot Lions with Easyfundraising! 
 

We have some important news regarding the Amazon Smile 
program. Unfortunately, Amazon has discontinued this  
program, which means that we can no longer receive  
donations through it. However, we have some good news 
too! You can still continue to support Chepstow and Caldicot 
Lions by signing up for Easyfundraising. By doing this, you 
can help us raise funds for our community projects and  
initiatives, without any extra cost to you. 
 

All you have to do is sign up through our Easyfundraising 
page at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
chepstowandcaldicotlionsand shop online as you normally 
would. The retailers you shop with will then make a donation 
to us, at no extra cost to you. It's as simple as that! 
 

So, if you want to continue supporting our cause, please  
consider signing up for Easyfundraising today. Your support 
means the world to us, and together we can make a real  
difference in our community. Thank you! 
 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chepstowandcaldicotlions
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chepstowandcaldicotlions
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STARGAZING 
 
 
 
 
 
The five stars forming the “W” of Cassiopeia lie to the north in the 
evening night sky. Constellations usually have Ancient Greek names 
– the name Cassiopeia was used by Ptolemy, a great Greek astrono-
mer living in Egypt when it was part of the Roman Empire around 
100 AD. On the other hand, the majority of stars have Arabic names 
– Arabic Astronomy was centred on Baghdad from about 800 to 
1200 AD. Unusually the middle star of Cassiopeia is called Tsih, 
named by Chinese astronomers. This star has been used as an easi-
ly identifiable reference during space missions. Its traditional name 
in Welsh is Llys Dôn, which means the Court of Dôn, a character in 
the Mabinogion folk tales.  
 
Other prominent spring constellations are the familiar seven stars of 
Ursa Major, commonly called the Plough (a traditional Welsh name 
is Y Sospan, which hardly needs translating), which is now overhead 
in mid-evening, and Leo the Lion in the southern sky. 
 
Our constellations are formed by connecting stars together. Austral-
ia’s Aboriginal peoples use the dark areas of sky, absent of stars, to 
construct outlines of objects. One of these dark areas is called the 
Emu. 
 
At the beginning of May, the bright planet Jupiter is setting just af-
ter the Sun in the west. Orange-coloured Mars is in the west to the 
left of the bright stars Castor and Pollux and to the right of the star 
Regulus. On the 3rd May, the Moon and Mars are very close togeth-
er, and the Moon is just to the right of Mars on the 31st. 
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 Gardening Corner 
 

Some days ago, our Somerset based son-in-law mentioned that he 
had seen the first swallow flying over Exmoor. This was the 7th of 
April, which seemed a little early, but not really a surprise given 
that we had been experiencing such good weather and Southerly or 
South easterly winds to help them on their way. The following 
morning, I pulled back the bedroom curtains to be welcomed by 
the sight of house martens flying around the house. I had been 
contemplating for several days whether to put the artificial nests 
back up, so the decision had been made for me. Later that day, I 
put them up in their usual positions, and by the next morning, the 
first little heads were peering out. Since then, the period of dry, 
sunny weather has given way to cold and wet again, and any fur-
ther bird action has been very subdued. Whether they are sitting 
on eggs already or moved on to houses further North I don’t know, 
but hopefully in the next couple of weeks we will have plenty more 
martens flying around. As yet there has been no sign of the cuck-
oo. There was a time when it always arrived on or very close to the 
14th April, but these days it could be any time within the next 
month or later even, as happened last year. There certainly seems 
to be a lot less of them visiting than there used to be, and not sure 
why cuckoos seem to be particularly low in numbers these days.  
 

The spell of dry sunny weather continued a lot longer than ex-
pected, which at least meant that we could progress with weeding 
all of the flower beds and raised vegetable beds. It has remained 
cold at nights though, which has kept soil temperatures down low 
and so plants are growing very slowly at the moment. This is no 
bad thing though, as if it is too warm, too early, the new growth 
gets drawn up too quickly, making for soft stems which either fall 
over in strong winds, or are readily attacked by slugs and snails. 
Slower growing conditions make for much more robust material, 
which is definitely more resistant to damage. As often happens with 
no rain for several weeks, the soil has dried up, on the surface at 
least, which has resulted in a rock-hard crust, making it almost im-
possible to dig over, without having a detrimental effect on estab-
lished plants. As a result, weeding had to stop and our attentions 
turned elsewhere in the garden. In the greenhouses things were 
moving on apace, with seeds germinating within days. It became 
almost a daily routine to prick out the young seedlings into trays or 
individual pots, and as they grew quickly, then potting them on into 
the next size pots. The main salad crops such as cucumber and  
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tomatoes, have already been transplanted into 2 litre pots. They 
will all be transplanted once more into even larger pots, after which 
time, they will be planted out into their final position in either the 
large tunnel or greenhouse, when hopefully the risk of further 
frosts (at least penetrating ones, will have passed us by for another 
year. I usually plant them straight into the ground these days, but 
rotate where each year to avoid a build-up of disease. I always 
used to grow them in either special ‘ring’ pots on top of the ground 
or in growbags, but I found that they didn’t always perform that 
well, especially if I forgot to water them on a regular basis. Grow-
ing in the ground means that generally, watering on a daily basis is 
not quite so critical, especially if the weather is hot and sunny.  
 

Once the raised beds were weeded, they were covered over with 
black, woven ground cover material. This lets any rain through, but 
prevents weed growth. This is going to be a very funny season for 
us, as, after some 37 years, we have decided that it is time to 
move on to pastures new. With our top field and garden, we have 
approximately 31/2 acres of land. As we get older and bits of us 
ache more, it is becoming increasingly more of a challenge. We will 
hopefully be moving in the coming months, to a new home in Som-
erset. It has a half-acre garden, much of which has been managed, 
but not necessarily to our taste! So, there is a bit of work required 
in the short-term, but hopefully less effort required on an annual 
basis. We didn’t want to give up gardening just yet, as our love of 
fresh, home-grown vegetables, and the ability to fill several vases 
up with cut flowers at any time, is still strong in both of us. It also 
helps keep us active, which is important, as we want to spend 
more time on ourselves and to do other things that we have never 
had the opportunity for. The property we are in the process of buy-
ing, looks out onto the Quantock hills one side, and out over the 
coast to Wales, on the other, so landscape wise it is very similar as 
here. 
 

Planting of some of the earlier crops outside has already taken 
place, with several rows of broad beans, mangetout peas, and 
sweat peas, filling up one of the larger raised beds. I managed to 
dig up our chrysanthemum plants last Autumn, and kept them in 
boxes of slightly moist compost over the Winter. These were then 
potted on into individual pots once they showed any sign of 
growth, and then watered. I have taken some new cuttings, which 
soon took root on the hot bench, and have since been potted into 
their own pots. Despite this there were plenty of other shoots on 
the plants, and so we took the decision to plant these outside to 
hopefully produce some early flowers. This isn’t necessarily good  
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practice if you want to grow specimen plants, as they can be prone 
to diseases, but we thought we would give it a try. Hopefully there 
will be some earlier flowers for the new owners to enjoy when they 
arrive. Chrysanthemums can be quite hardy, and despite recent 
frosts over-night they have showed no sign of any damage. The 
growth does in fact look very robust as a result.  
 

In the large tunnel, the earlier planted crops (sweet peas, garlic, 
shallots and cauliflowers) are looking really well, and we think they 
are benefitting from the harder growing conditions. Many of the 
beds are filling up with other varieties which accept a bit of cold, 
but not direct frost, so at night time, when a frost is likely, we cov-
er everything over with a horticultural fleece to prevent any dam-
age, These include courgettes, squashes, sweet corn, the first 
French beans as well as more peas and broad beans. We find 
French beans are better as an early crop in the tunnel as they are 
self-pollinating. We have tried runner beans under the same condi-
tions, but the end result is that a lot of the flowers just fall to the 
ground. We have germinated runner beans, but they won’t go out-
side until the risk of frost has virtually disappeared. Then if we get 
a cold night we simply cover them up with the fleece. If you have-
n’t sown anything yet then don’t panic. There is still plenty of time. 
We are spoilt here in that we have all the infra structure in place to 
get things moving early, and to protect them as necessary. Really 
cold susceptible plants are still in the warmth of the propagating 
greenhouse. These include the tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers, 
as well as salad leaves. 
 

I have been contemplating giving up keeping bees for quite some 
time, and with moving on the horizon, now seemed the right time. 
Bee-keeping has become a very expensive hobby in recent years. 
Not only has the cost of equipment soared, it is necessary to en-
sure that the health of the bees is a priority and with the cost of 
medicines rising exponentially, the threat of Asian Hornet just 
around the corner, along with other pests and diseases already a 
factor (varroa mite, small hive beetle, American and European foul 
brood etc.). I had lost two weak hives over the Winter, which was-
n’t a surprise. The advice is to combine weak hives together before 
going into Winter, but I have never had any success with doing 
that, as I have mentioned previously. I decided to give them the 
benefit of the doubt, but clearly there were just not enough bees in 
each colony, to keep the two hives functioning. Being in contact 
with other beekeepers, it was clear that the number of losses dur-
ing the last Winter had been quite high. The final nail in the coffin 
so to speak in respect of keeping the bees, has been the difficulty  
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in selling any honey that was produced by them. Although we use 
honey as much as we can at home (such as cooking with it, mix-
ing it with stewed fruit or porridge, as a sweetener, rather than 
sugar, cold remedies etc.), it no longer seems to be a commodity 
that every home uses any more. Either that, or with costs rising, 
cheaper alternatives from the supermarket are used instead. As 
I’ve said before, the alternative, cheap supermarket product is of-
ten flavoured sugar syrup often produced in China, and the prod-
uct cannot be compared with ‘proper’ honey. But everyone’s budg-
ets are stretched these days, and things can be difficult, so inevi-
tably costs have to be taken into consideration. So, with the deci-
sion made, work started on clearing up all of the equipment, and 
sterilizing everything with the intention of trying to sell everything 
off. Fortunately, the decision coincided with a sale of beekeeping 
equipment, by the local beekeeping group down in Taunton. Two 
carloads were driven down to the sale, and I’m pleased to say that 
everything was sold on the day. I still have a lot of hive equipment 
to sell off, but hopefully this will go in the coming weeks/months. 
There are seven hives that are still active, and I’m hoping that 
buyers can also be found for them as well. One problem is that 
potential purchasers have to be more than three miles away, oth-
erwise the bees with their inbuilt homing instinct, will always head 
back to where they came from! 
 

Don’t forget the plant sale at Earlswood Hall on the 10th May at 
10.30 – 1.30. Proceeds to help with the upkeep of the Hall. If you 
have any spare plants you would like to donate, or looking for 
something to buy, then please come along and support the Hall 
committee. The Hall is a jewel that needs to be kept alive.  
 
Happy gardening until next month, Steve and Felicity Hunt. 



 
      50 

 

FAIRTRADE NEWS APRIL 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The constitutional historian Peter Hennessy described the ‘good 
chap’ theory of UK government – a shared understanding of what 
constitutes good behaviour in public and political life. (Some com-
mentators have suggested that Boris Johnson killed that one off for 
good.) No doubt the pious beneficiaries of the vast fruits of the 
slave trade in the 18 th and 19 th centuries held a similar idea of 
their own moral rectitude. As my less judgemental friends put it 
‘different times, different times’. In addition much of what now 
passes for legal in the complex shenanigans of large corporations 
to ‘avoid’ tax (‘evade’ crosses the legal threshold) seems to have 
little to do with morality or ‘good chaps’ or the era of ‘my word is 
my bond’. 
 

And so to the hugely profitable business of producing bananas and 
pineapples. Currently many thousands of workers, predominantly 
men, who worked in the plantations of Central America and Hawaii 
for companies such as Dole (previously Standard Fruit), Chiquita 
and Del Monte are trying to claim compensation for being rendered 
sterile by the chemical DBCP (1,2-Dibromo-3-Chloropropane), a soil 
fumigant to control nematodes, developed by Dow and Shell. In 
1961 Dr Hine reported that ‘it was moderately to highly toxic’, 
‘repeated exposure to DBCP could affect human reproduction’. 
Shell’s official in charge of registering chemicals with the authori-
ties responded ‘Leave out speculating about possible harmful con-
ditions to men. This is not a treatise on safe use.’ That was in 
1961. It was licensed in 1964! In 1979 the EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency – whose activities are currently being curtailed 
by you know who) cancelled the registration for DBCP for the US 
(as a result of claims by American workers) but exempted pineap-
ple growers in Hawaii until 1985! Shell and Dole stopped manufac-
turing DBCP in 1977 but continued legal exports of stored stock. 
Workers were supplied with little or no protective gear. The chemi-
cal was pumped repeatedly into the ground around each tree or  
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plant. It was so successful killing off the pests that profits soared 
and companies refused to stop using it. 
 

The inherent injustice, immorality and straightforward greed exem-
plified here is scarcely believable: the pursuit of profit at any cost. 
Workers in poorer countries, especially in the demanding business 
of banana production, still run many risks from chemicals adminis-
tered inappropriately, and the urge to cut costs can still result in 
illness, poor environmental management and miserable working 
conditions. As ever, Fairtrade is not the total solution, but buying 
Fairtrade bananas enhances workers’ lives and their environment.  
 
Bon Appetit! 
 
Marion McAdam 641316 msm316@gmail.com. 
 
Incredibly I can still order some Palestinian products : olive oil, 
soap, almonds, za’atar etc 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES AT SHIRENEWTON CHURCH 
  

Sunday 27th April  10.00  Group Eucharist Service at ST 
      PIERRE     
    (No Service at Shirenewton Church) 
 

Sunday 4th May  10.00  Morning Praise with Hymns 
 

Sunday 11th May  10.00  Eucharist with Hymns  
 

Sunday 18th May  10.00  Eucharist with Hymns   
 

Sunday 25th May  10.00  Eucharist with Hymns 
 

All are welcome to join us and enjoy refreshments in the church 
rooms after Sunday morning service 

 
Information of all services at eleven local churches that make up 
the Severn-Wye Ministry Area is at www.severnwyema.co.uk  
 

http://www.severnwyema.co.uk
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Richard Kopp 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

01291 641581 

07780 703530 

richardkopp70@hotmail.co.uk 

www.rk-plumbingandheating.co.uk 

• Heating system  

installation & repair 

• Oil & gas boilers 

supply and installation 

• Bathroom &  

cloakroom 

installation 

• Oil & gas appliance 

servicing 

• Gas safety checks 

• Landlord certificates 

• Unvented hot water 

cylinder systems 

supply and installation 
OFTEC 

Registration 
Number: C12741 

GAS SAFE 
Registration 

Number: 512658 

 
 

DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS 
(Cabinets do not require codes, they are  
unlocked although they have a key pad) 

 
Carpenters Arms (on the Usk road) 
 

Huntsman Hotel (on the Usk road 
 

Recreation Hall (Shirenewton village) 
 

Shirenewton Sultan (The Square, 
centre of Shirenewton) 
 

Great House Farm complex (off Old 
Road), Earlswood (north)
[repair.decrease.fussy] 
 

Earlswood Hall 
(Earlswood) 
 
(House half way between 
Blethyn Close and the  
School in Mynyddbach) 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 
If you know of any changes or omissions please contact the Editor Bill Clark  
Telephone 01291 641783 or email parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 
 

Severn Wye Ministry Area  severnwyema.co.uk  
Ministry Area Leader   Zoe and Barney Pimentel  07754 306229 
    severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com 
Team Vicar   Fr Michael Gollop  01291 622 064 
  frmichaelgollop1@gmail.com  
Team Vicar   Reverend Philip Averay  01291 620980 
    revphilipaveray@gmail.com 
Associate Priest   Reverend John Waters  07836 585 250 
Ministry Area Leader’s Warden Ros Downes 
Ministry Area People’s Warden David Carne david-carne@outlook.com  
        07887 853479 
Ministry Area Lay Co-Chair Hilary Hillier 
Ministry Area Treasurer  Kevin Higgs 
     

Church of St Thomas à Becket, Shirenewton 
Lay Eucharistic Minister  Gilly Lambert   07821 725 690 
Rector’s Church Warden Sally Saysell   01291 641 369 
People’s Church Warden Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
LCC Secretary John Montague   01291 329 481 
 jmontyvet@hotmail.co.uk 
LCC Treasurer  Graham Lambert  01291 641 175 
LCC Members  Janet Horton   01291 641 783 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
  Wendy Montague  01291 329 481 
 John Burrows   01291 641 845 
Organists  Karen Millar   01291 650 521 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
Tower Captain  Mike Penney   01291 650 653 
Saysell Centre Booking  Glynis MacDonald  01291 641 818 
Safeguarding Officer  Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
Church Flowers  Maureen Moody   01291 641 524 
Parish Magazine Editor  Bill Clark   01291 641 783 
Parish magazine distribution Jane Smith-Haddon  01291 641 525 
200 Club  Aileen Doggett    01291 641 459 
 
 

Ministry Area Council Representative  
    Wendy Montague  01291 329 481 
    

MP/Monmouth CC & Community Council Representatives   
 

Shirenewton Community Council  
Clerk: Jan McLagan     shirenewtoncc@gmail.com 
 

Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Ward 
Philip Butterworth (Chair)  01291 641704 philip.b@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Catherine Martin (Vice Chair)  01291 329610 cathie.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Gary Mitchell    07979 913555 gary.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 
 

Earlswood and Newchurch Ward 
Ian Martin    07467 176977 ian.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Vacancy     
    

MCC for Shirenewton 
Louise Brown    07598 979719 louisebrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 

Member of Parliament 
Catherine Ann Fookes     catherine.fookes.mp@parliament.uk 
 

Member of the Senedd 
Peter Fox MS    01291 674898 Peter.Fox@senedd.wales  
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Police and Neighbourhood Watch Contacts 
 
Neighbourhood  Police Officer Matt Scree matthew.screen@gwent.pnn.police.uk 
Neighbourhood CSO                  Andrew Jones  An-
drew.jones@gwent.pnn.police.uk  
 
Other Local Organisations 
Beavers      Julie Hitchcock   01291 650548  
Church Fete   John Burrows   shirenewtonfete@gmail.com 
Earlswood Hope     Mr Raymond Jeremiah  01291 641726 
Earlswood & Newchurch West Memorial Hall    
Chairman    Becca Allen 07889762840 chair@earlnew.com 
Treasurer   Geoff Todd 07855301806 treasurer@earlnew.com 
 
Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel    
    Avril Smith     01291 627677 
Gaerllwyd Baptist     Mrs E Remnant  Brooklands, Usk Road NP16 6SA 
Recreation Association   Beverly Lyndsay   07798 780971 bever-
lylindsay@btinternet.com 
Recreation Hall booking Beryl Saysell       01291 641637  saysellberyl@gmail.com 
St Peters Church Newchurch    

    Enid Heritage     01291 622708 
    enidheritage@gmail.com 

 
Shirenewton Local History Society   

    Dorothy Brabon  01291 641376     brabonnl@hotmail.com 
 
Gwent Wildlife Trust Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Meadows  

(previously SAMFAL)   01600 740600  
 
Caerwent Group Mothers Union 

    Rosemary Carey   01291 425010   crcandkili@tiscali.co.uk 
       Treasurer Bridget Evans 01291 408125  bridget.caldicot@gmail.com 
 
 
Shirenewton Play Group    Beverly Lindsay     Shirenewtonplaygroup@gmail.com 
Shirenewton Primary School  
    Mr Nick Penn, Head Teacher 01291 641774 
    shirenewtonprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
Shirenewton Toddler Group Sarah Parker   07971 783434 
 
 
Shirenewton Tennis Association    
    Andy Orrell  shirenewtontennis@gmail.com 
 
Fairtrade      Marion McAdam     01291 641316    msm316@gmail.com 
 
Womens Institute (WI)   Angela Gray 
(President)  angela.deepwier@btopenworld.com  
    Jane Butterworth (Secretary)    01291 641704. 

mailto:angela.deepwier@btopenworld.com
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SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 

 

Published: by The Church of St. Thomas à Becket Shirenewton 

Editor: Bill Clark 01291 641783 email: parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The cost of the Magazine is £1.50 per issue/10 issues for £14.  

Copies are delivered free by local distributors to those who have pre-paid. 

Monthly copies are available at the Church. 

Previous editions of the magazine are available online on the Church 

website at www.shirenewtonchurch.info.     

 

To order your regular copy, contact Jane Smith-Haddon 

01291 641525/07816 233554  dolly.shirenewton@gmail.com  

Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations 

Full designated page for 12 months £150 

Full page 12 months 10 issues £100  

Half Page 12 months 10 issues £50 

Quarter Page 12 months 10 issues £25 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white 

Editorial policy is to print what you provide, space and technology  

permitting.  The views expressed are those of the contributor. 
 

 
 

Preferred Document format is an MS Word document attached 

to an email.  Preferred Advert and Photograph format is JPEG 

attached to an email 

 

Deadline for the June 2025 issue is  

9:00 a.m. Monday 26th May 2025 
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